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A Chromat 
This beautiful round with its lush Brahmsian texture can be played on the standard 12/11 


hammered dulcimer in the key of C (as written here) or one step higher in the key of D. 
All players should end simultaneously. The @ signs indicate on which notes to end, 


Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
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The Dulcimer Players News 
is published four times each year. Issues are 
mailed (via 3rd class) to subscribers in 
January, April, July and October. Sub- 
scriptions in the United States are $12 per 
year, $22 for two years. Canada: $14 per 
year. Other countries (surface mail): $14, 
(air mail/Europe): $16, (air mail/Asia); $18. 
In the United States a reduced price of 
$8.25 (suggested) is available for people 
who are unable to pay the full subscription 
price because of financial difficulties. 
Recent back issues are usually available. 
Cost per recent back issue is $4.00 in the 
US (includes postage). 


[:: December the computer ate 2,400 names on the DPN 

mailing list. Then, to add insult to injury, the backup 
system failed. My friend Jeff Lefkowitz from Walnut Springs 
Graphics retrieved 700 records, which is almost all of the good 
news I could salvage out of this mess. Carolyn Marcellus and I 
re-entered the missing records (Carolyn did most of them, as it 
was a heavy performing month for me). Ask me how many dif- 
ferent backup systems we have now! 

We keep your original subscription orders and renewals for 
about 6 months along with a print out list of subscribers made 
every three months. So, we were able to reconstruct everything 
with a minimum of gnashed teeth. A few of you noticed subtle 
changes on your mailing label, like a different expiration date! 
We heard from 3 of you, but want to be sure everything is fine 
with all of you. Please compare the label on this issue with the 
label on last fall’s or summer’s DPN. If we've robbed you of 
DPNs or given you extra ones to take into the 21st century, 
please let us know. Otherwise, we'll take the dozens of backups 
(I lied; there are only 5) and continue with our work. 

By the way, the mailing list froze up again this past Wednes- 
day. It’s not pleasant to see the desperate sign on the Mac’s 
screen saying, “this file is severely damaged and cannot be 
opened.” This time the first of the five backups worked fine, just 


leaving two expiration dates to be replaced. A trip to the comput- 


er store confirmed what Jeff Lefkowitz had given as a possible 
explanation; the hard disk was 67% fractionated. Something new 
to learn every day. 

Speaking of subscriptions, please remember that we have 
reduced rates for those of you experiencing financial difficulties. 
The suggested rate is $8.25 per year, but if that is too much, just 
send what you can afford. No questions asked; please don’t feel 
you have to explain why you need the reduced rates. We want 
everyone who'd like to read DPN to have copies. 

There is to be a loose-knit board of directors for Dulcimer 
Players News. We'll be discussing directions for the journal and 
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Dear 
Readers 


generally keeping our eyes and ears open. The first person to be 
working with me is Sally Rogers. I'll keep you posted. 

If you were sitting with me right now, I'd probably ask 
about your musical life and the directions you envision for us 
who work closely with Dulcimer Players News. There are at 
least 2,500 of you, and that’s too many for an intimate chat. So, a 
future issue will contain a general survey to help us plan DPNs. 
Everyone has a voice here; we're interested in what you have to 
say. 

There are things I'd love to do with DPN that are impossible 
because of the subscription base and lack of copious funds. It 
would be nice to have glossy color covers, 80 pages and monthly 
issues! Don’t count on it, at least right now. 

We follow suggestions when we can. One new subscriber 
said we should have our address closer to the top of the sub form 
so the sender could have a record of where he/she sent money. 
New, peach-colored subscription forms are being printed as | 
write this, and we've followed the subscriber's suggestion. 

A few of us could not resist the temptation of April Fool's 
Day. Maybe Rose Hines mixed up all of the dates for the year’s 
events. Maybe Lorraine Lee told you to finger a chord with your 
thumb on the bass string at the 3rd fret and your little finger on 
the 5th fret of the melody string. Maybe Sam Rizzetta... 

See you in July. 


In harmony, 


— 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
Handcrafted in Appalachian Hardwoods 
by Jim Miller 


12/11 - $400.00 
15/14 - $475.00 
Hardshell Case - $100.00 
Stand - $30.00 

$10.00 


$10 OO 


Hammers 


Shippins 


P.O. Box 228 
Hampton, Tennessee 37658 
(615) 725-3191 


FREE CATALOG 


Mail Order Folk Music Center 
* TUNE and 
INSTRUCTION BOOKS 
for autoharp, banjo, harp. fiddle. guitar 
Guicimers, melodeon, whistle, pipes 

recorder, concertinas, bones 
* RECORDS OF TRADITIONAL 
& FOLK MUSIC 


Domestics and imports. Complete 
catalog and new releases 


* SELECTED 
INSTRUMENTS & KITS 
Personal, dependable, 

fast service 

Telephone Orders ($20 Min.) 
(518) 765-4193 VISA/MC 
PO Box 307, Wormer Rd. 
Voorheesville, NY 12186 
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The Answer Column 


by Sam Rizzetta 
Inwood, West Virginia 


I have an old, 1979 hammered dulcimer 
with 12 treble and 11 bass courses. I 
am so enjoying learning to play it. But 
already I’m realizing the limitations 
when certain notes are missing. Is there 
any way old dulcimers like mine can 
have the little “mini-bridges” added to 
include more missing notes? 

I presume by “mini-bridges” you 
mean some of the extra bridges that my 
dulcimers and Dusty Strings Dulcimers 
use to extend the chromatic range of a 
conventional 5th interval, American style 
dulcimer. For the most part, it is not 
possible or adviseable to add such bridges 
to an instrument not designed for it. There 
are, however, a couple of tuning tricks that 
will fill in some chromatic range. If your 
dulcimer has a C above middle C as the 
highest pitch note on the bass bridge 
(assuming bass notes a Sth below rather 
than an octave below), you can measure 
the vibrating length of that string or course 
of strings. If the length is less than 14" 
you can restring that course with one 
gauge lighter wire and tune it up to D#. 
Also, if the highest notes on the treble 
bridge are D-G across the treble bridge, 
you can try tuning a half step higher to 
D#-G#. If the strings don’t break or 
overstress the dulcimer, you will now find 
that your 12-11 dulcimer will play all the 
sharps and flats for an octave and a half to 
its mid-range from E above middle C to a 
high A. This isn’t much, but it’s an 
alternative to buying a new dulcimer. 


What is the “wood” saturation” epoxy 
and “microfiber” additive mentioned in 
your talk recently printed in AMERI- 
CAN LUTHERIE, and where can they 
be found? 

Wood penetrating and bonding 
epoxies are in great use currently in 
construction of wooden aircraft and racing 
sailboats. A popular epoxy is West 
System, developed by the Gougeon 
Write for catalog/price list: Gougeon 
Brothers, Inc., P.O. Box X908, Bay City, 
MI 48707. There are a variety of addi- 


tives to the epoxy resin to tailor it for 
various uses. I believe there are articles in 
earlier issues of publications from the 
Guild of American Luthiers on use of 
West System in musical instruments. 


I would like to experiment with wound 
strings for several of the lowest courses 
on my dulcimers. How do I go about 
determining what kind I need? 

For most of our American dulcimers, 
which are relatively lightly constructed 
and lightly strung, wound strings are not 
much advantage at pitches no more than 
an octave below middle C. However, for 
lower pitches, heavier instruments, or 
problem dulcimers, they may be useful. 
The easiest way to experiment is using 
individually gauged guitar strings. Try 
different sizes and windings to listen to 
what works best on your dulcimer. 
Remember that larger gauges and heavier 
windings will put more tension on both 
frame and soundboard of your dulcimer. 
Wound strings will generally increase the 
sustain of low notes (you may not find this 
desirable unless your instrument is 
designed for it) and may go dead and need 
more frequent replacement. I find that 
unwound strings last me indefinitely (or 
until they break) while, in the light gauges 
suitable for my dulcimers, wound strings 
lose their brightness within a few months 
to a year or so. 


What kind of felt did you use on the 
dampers on John McCutcheon’s 
dulcimers and where can it be found? 

I stock a variety of felts and use the 
felt that gives the best results on a particu- 
lar instrument or provides the particular 
effect I am after. One source of felts is 
piano supply companies. You might order 
through a local piano tuner or technician. 


Send your questions for this column 
directly to Sam Rizzetta, Rizzetta Music, 
P.O. Box 510, Inwood, WV 25428. Ques- 
tions about building and/or playing 
hammer and fretted dulcimer are wel- 
come. 
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Reviews 


Edited by Carrie Crompton 


Send books, albums and tapes for review and the What's New column to Carrie at 119 Clover Rd., State College, PA 16801. 


Pa langeleik/Elisabeth Kvaerne (Heilo, 
Rosenkrantzgt. 8, 0159 Oslo 1, Norway) 

This is the first record to feature the 
Norwegian langeleik as a skillfully played 
musical instrument both solo and together 
with other instruments, such as lute, 
clarinet, Hardanger fiddle, and another 
langeleik. Elisabeth Kvaerne is a virtuoso 
on her instrument. the Norwe- 
gian ancestor of the Appalachian dulcimer 
has fairly high wooden frets, she plays a 
highly ornamented style that reminds me a 
bit of Roger Nicholson's playing. 

The music being presented is 
traditional Norwegian showing the 
country’s very special musical style. 
Together with lute and sjofloooyte (kind 
of recorder) it has also a flavour of 
Renaissance music. 

I recommend this record to anyone 
interested in the roots of the dulcimer and/ 
or in music from Norway. 

Stefan Rasche 


Closing the Distance/Sally Rogers and 
Claudia Schmidt, Flying Fish Records, 
1304 W. Schubert, Chicago, IL 60614 

This could not be called a “dulcimer 
album,” really. It’s a celebration of these 
two strong singers’ voices and life 
synchronicities. But Sally does play 
dulcimer on two cuts and Claudia on one, 
and their playing is as strong and natural 
as their voices, 

It's refreshing to hear the dulcimer 
used so unselfconsciously, as a simple 
accompaniment to the voice, as in “Be 
Gone Dull Care” or as a substitute for a 
sung verse, as in “Come Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing.” The playing is coming 
from the same place the singing comes 
from: the heart. 

The album as a whole has the feeling 
of a private song-fest: “Here's one I 
leamed somewhere” says Sally; “and I 
know the fifth verse,” says Claudia. The 
song list doesn’t “add up” to a single 
theme. It includes originals, traditional 
hymn tunes, a jaunty satire by Malvina 
Reynolds (“Gentlemen of Distinction in 


the Army”) and a medley of American 
Indian songs. It stands as an invitation to 
get to know these two singers a little 
better. 

Carrie Crompton 


DEEP LIKE A RIVER/Larkin Kelley 
Bryant, Riverlark Music, P.O. Box 40091, 
Memphis, TN 38174 

This quiet tape is becoming one of 
my favorites for intimate evenings with a 
few friends. Its sound is warm and 
delicate, the compositions atmospheric. 

The original pieces — “Moon- 
beams,” “Deep Like a River,” “Song to 
Polly” and “Lark in the Twilight” (to 
name a few) - are of a cyclic, improvisa- 
tional character: hypnotic if you try to 
“follow” them, but delightful as back- 
ground. The traditional tunes — “Give 
Me Your Hand” and “Green Hills of 
Tyrol” (to name two) - are performed so 
lightly that the sound quality is of greater 
interest than the melody. And the sound 
quality is lovely throughout this tape, due 
to a sensitive mixing of dulcimer, bells, 
bass, bodhran and synthesizer by Mark 
Nelson and Tom Freeman. 

This the most “Windham Hill” 
dulcimer album I’ve heard yet: if you like 
the genre, you'll enjoy this recording. 
cc 


Tennessee Dulcimer Works/Cam 
Williams and Robyn Taylor, P.O. Box 
121405, Nashville, TN 37212 

This is one of those cases where the 
cassette is no preparation for the music 
inside. The sepia-toned photo of Cam and 
Robyn is a bit dull, but their playing is 
confident and highly musical, and the tape 
as a whole is extremely well produced. 

The selections consist mostly of 
standard traditional tunes (“Jenny Lind 
Polka,” “Ragtime Annie,” “Jack O’ 
Diamonds,” “Golden Slippers,” “Liberty” 
and Oh dear, please not again, “The Red- 
Haired Boy”) and a few originals. 

What saves this tape from being just 


another collection of traditionals for 
dulcimer is the sophisticated Nashville 
production, with such notable studio 
musicians as Bela Fleck on mandolin, 
John Hartford on banjo and lead vocals, 
and Buddy Spicher on fiddle. Kathy 
Chiavola's vocal interpretation of Robyn 
Taylor's “Distant Memories,” a haunting 
country ballad, is a real highlight of the 
tape. I also loved the fiddle treatment of 
“Westpahlia Waltz” at the end of Side 
One. It stays in my mind a long time after 
I hear it. 

I have to give Williams and Taylor a 
lot of credit for making me listen to a tape 
of overdone music with fresh ears. 
cc 


Oktober County/Neal Hellman, Gourd 
Music, Unit DS, Koshland Way, Santa 
Cruz, CA 95064 

This is Neal Hellman’s first all- 
instrument recording, and it shows a fine 
ability for composition and arrangement 
using the dulcimer as lead instrument. 
Three of the selections are ancient Italian 
tunes, one old French, one is by O’Carolan 
(Sheebag and Sheemore) and the remain- 
ing six are by Neal Hellman. 

I'm quite impressed by the consis- 
tency of musical quality throughout the 
recording. Without looking at the liner 
notes, I am hard-pressed to distinguish the 
original tunes (except for the really 
obviously contemporary “Picnic on the St. 
Croix”) from the ones which have 
survived three hundred years. Neal has 
obviously immersed himself in the music 
of other times to the point that he’s 
composing with an early music accent. 

The arrangements are rich, with 
celtic harp (Kim Robertson), mandola and 
fiddle (Danny Carnahan), hammered 
dulcimer (Robin Petrie), recorders and 
English horn (Shelly Mathewson) and 
others brightening up the mix. Highly 
enjoyable. 
cc 
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Music Exchange 


The Music Exchange column is for people trying to find 
arrangements of favorite songs and tunes, and sources of old 
music remembered from childhood. It can also include requests 
for out-of-print albums, musical accessories and anything else 
applicable to this journal. There is no charge for listing. 
Please Note: |i is important that readers responding to these 
requests send copies of the information to Dulcimer Players 
News so we can share with other readers. Answers and ques- 
tions are always welcome. 


Questions 


I heard a song by John Hartford on Nashville Now. It begins, 
“Learning to smile all over again, That's what it takes to make a 
new friend.” Is this an old song or is it something new from the 
“Gentle On My Mind” writer? 

Lester C. Anderson 

620 East 14th Street 

Spencer, IA 51301 


I'm looking for dulcimer players in New Hampshire's Seacoast 
area (Southeast) to share some musical time with. 

Dennis McNamee 

55 Mast Rd. (Lee) 

Durham, NH 03824 


I have a Hungarian cymbalom that I am having difficulty trying 
to Iearn to play. I have a basic understanding of the string notes, 
but have trouble putting it all together. I'd appreciate any infor- 
mation about instructional books. 

Jennifer Emri 

183 Kinsman Road 

Florence, NJ 08518 


The Oberlin College Library is looking for a copy of Dulcimer 
Players News, Winter 1986 V. 12, no. 1. In our office we only 


The Class ical Hammered Dulcimer 


Association announces its first 


Annual Gathering, June 17-18, 1989 


Workshops and networking focussed on classical music played 


have file copies left. Before sending them a photocopy for bind- 
ing, we thought we'd check with DPN readers. If anyone has a 
copy to share with Oberlin, please let us know, (just in case 2 
dozen of you speak up!) and we'll take it from there. If you offer 
a copy and we don’t take you up on it, please accept our thanks 
for your generosity and know that the request has been filled. 


Answers 


Words for “Mairi’s Wedding” can be found on George and Gerry 
Armstrong's album Simple Gifts (Folkways Records #FA2335). 
Anna Selfridge and others 


Billy Bennington’s album, Barford Angel, is available in this 
country at Andy's Front Hall (PO Box 307, Voorheesville, NY 
12186) and The House of Musical Traditions (7040 Carroll Ave., 
Takoma Park, MD 20912). 


I saw Jenni Silberstein’s request for “Loch Lomand” in the DPN. 
The legend behind the ballad is one worth spreading. This song 
should not be sung in a swaggering Yo Ho Ho manner. It is actu- 
ally a lamenting song of farewell. The ancient celts believed that 
if a man died in battle (or naturally) away from his homeland, his 
soul would return to his home via an underground “fairy” path, 
thus “the low road.” The “high road” is the path of life. The 
Soodlum collection of 100 Great Scottish Songs says, “Suppos- 
edly sung by a Jacobite prisoner on his way to the scaffold 
(1746). Sung to his wife in London...” 

Lee Vaccaro 


NAFMA 

An organizational meeting for NAFMA (North American Folk 
Music Association) was held in Malibu, California the third 
weekend in January. The summer issue of Dulcimer Players 
News will contain an article about NAFMA and the meeting. In 
the meantime, if you are part of a festival, club, or folk music 
business, a performer, instrument builder, teacher or interested 
person, contact the California Traditional Music Society, 4401 
Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356, 818/342-7664 and ask to be 
part of the mailing list. FJ 


MAIN STREE 


CASE COWPANY 
ZY, 
Specializing in 
Custom Hammer 
Dulcimer Cases 


Free Brochure 


on HD. The gathering will be near Washington, DC. For info, 


write to CHDA, c/o Pete Benson, 7425 Village Rd., Apt. 11, “Te I 
Sykesville, MD 21784, USA; or phone (301)549-3619, 


TOR, IDAHO @ #4455 
Sum@ Tat elva4 


A few busy moments with... 


Elaine Weissman 


by Clark Weissman 
Tarzana, California 


Imagine the clatter of the computer 
printer as background noise to the strains 
of Ossian’s “A Beggin We'll Go” on the 
tape machine, while two helpers run the 
copier and stick labels on the latest 
Dulcimer Festival flier. Eric is kissing 
mom as he leaves for school, while Elaine 
asks the current phone caller to hold for a 
minute as she finishes her conversation 
with France's La Joi on call waiting. It’s 
exactly 7:30 am, it's been this way since 
6:00 am, and it won't let up until late in 
the evening. This is a typical day in the 
life of Elaine Weissman, mother of six, 
den mother to thousands, past president, 
and current Executive Director of the 
California Traditional Music Society, 
CTMS. The “Force” in traditional music 
in Southem California. This is one smart, 
tough lady, who researches her ideas for a 
long while, taking input from all who 
know, then makes up her mind and makes 
it happen. She is among the best organiz- 
ers of people; the stuff of which generals 
are made. She commands an army of 


volunteers, teachers, staff, school adminis- 


trators, local politicians, craftsmen, press 
and radio, and the general public to 
successfully pull off one of the finest and 
largest traditional music festivals in the 
country, the Summer Solstice Dulcimer 


and Traditional Music and Dance Festival, 


held annually about June 21st in Los 
Angeles. 

In 1978 she and I started CTMS to 
fill a void characterized by the lack of 
organization in the folk community — 
neither music venues nor ways to reach a 
traditional music audience. Traveling 
musicians would visit San Francisco and 
turn right (north) skipping the “great 
desert wasteland” in Southern California 
and Arizona, That has changed. There is 
a concert nearly every weekend, contra 
and English Country dancing twice each 
weck, classes and performing groups all 
over the greater Los Angeles area. CTMS 
is an integral part of the LA traditional 
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music renaissance. We publish twice 
yearly a S0-page free Journal, with co- 
editor and friend Flo Daley, that reaches 
12,000 people with news of the folk scene 
here and throughout the country. It is the 
“glue that binds” the community. CTMS 
swaps material with over 350 traditional 
music organizations around the US and 
some internationally. Our Journal 
regularly carries articles about the music 
scene in New York, and other locales. 
Last year we carried news about the Japan 
Dulcimer Club, CTMS hosts some 14 
House Concerts in our large home during 
a typical year. In addition, Elaine has 
helped create House Concerts and other 
folk music venues all along the West 
Coast, to permit modern day “tinkers” to 
perform about a day's drive away, from 
San Diego to Canada. 

Enough done, she could rest, right? 
Wrong! Elaine now saw the need to fill 
all these venues with the best music. She 
gave struggling new artists, and some 
forgotten greats a stage. Our den walls are 
filled with photos of hundreds of today’s 
leading traditional music acts. But the 
demand for “roots music” grew, so Elaine 
began to bring groups to the US from 
Scotland, Ireland, England, France, 
Canada, South America as well. She was 
first to introduce to the West Coast the 
Battlefield Band, Silly Wizard, The 
Watersons, Bill Staines, Maddie MacNeil, 
Malcolm Dalglish & Grey Larson, Claudia 
Schmidt, Sally Rogers & Howie Bursen, 
Rick & Lorraine Lee, Mick Maloney, 
James Keane, Robbie O’Connell, Liz 
Carroll, the Kossoy Sisters, Michael, 
McCreesh & Co., Jacqui & Bridie, John 
McCutcheon, Frank Ferrel & Bertrum 
Levy; and the first to bring to the USA 
Ossian, Lo Jai, La Boutine Souriante, Rare 
Air, Matante Alys, Easy Club, Dab Hand, 
Buddy McMasters, Lisa Ornstein with 
Denis Pepin. She also took on tour Oscar 
Brand, Tom Paley, Jean Ritchie, Joe & 
Antoinette McKenna, She worked all 


angles — HI visa, travel, venues and 
contracts, room and board, publicity, 
taxes, and grants. At its peak in 1985, she 
was booking some dozen acts. She has 
now turned these booking activities over 
to others to concentrate on managing 
CTMS:’ affairs. 

A funny thing happened on the way 
home from the concerts. People wanted to 
participate, not just listen to traditional 
music. They brought their guitars out of 
the closet; found dulcimers in the attic; 
began lessons on the bagpipes and tin 
whistles; and thoroughly stripped the area 
of available, knowledgeable teachers. 
Elaine found herself acting as a new 
booking agent matching teachers and 
students. It was clear LA was maturing 
and needed more, a teaching festival. 
Elaine knew the people of the Beverly 


| Hills Parks and Recreation Department, 


who managed “the castle,” the 1915 20- 
acre Graystone Mansion. She proposed, 
in 1979, use of the ethereal grounds as a 
quiet folk music teaching festival. This 
proposal was not well taken by a city 
under siege elsewhere by loud, violent 
rock concerts. She persevered under 
severe constraints to start the first Dulci- 
mer Festival in 1980 with 35 workshops 
— five “rings” for lap and hammer 
dulcimers with seven classes in each ring 
from 9 am - 5 pm. About 500 people were 
allowed entrance to “keep the noise 
down.” We sold out two months early. In 
1981 we expanded to two days, 70 
workshops, 1000 people and sold out early 
again. In 1982 — 140 workshops, 2000 
people; 1983, 200 workshops. The 1988 
festival will have over 300 workshops 
from Friday to Monday and 4000 aiten- 
dees. There are now over 25 rings 
covering nearly all of the traditional 
instruments, dances, and songs. There are 
also classes in music related crafts and 
instrument construction. This festival's 
energy is different from most others. 
People come to learn; teachers come to 
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Letters 
to Us 


Dear DPN: 

I want to commend Rick Fogel for 
his article “Mean-Tone Temperament for 
Hammer Dulcimer” (Fall 1988 DPN) and 
emphasize to other builders and players of 
dulcimers, both fretted and hammered, 
how important considerations of tempera- 
ment are. Occasionally I tune either type 
of dulcimer to a mean-temperament and 
the resulting scales and harmonies sound 
very agreeable for both solo playing and 
ensembles with many kinds of instru- 
ments. Disagreements in temperament are 
most glaring with fixed pitch sustaining 
instruments, which would include flutes, 
organs, and accordions, for instance. 
Since piano tones decay rather slowly in 
the lower ranges, unless damped, they, 
too, can sound discordant with non-equal 
temperament instruments. But the mean- 
tone dulcimer can work admirably with 
bowed instruments and voice, and reason- 
able well with acoustic fretted instruments 
that are not long sustaining, like banjo and 
mandolin. 

A special argument can be made for 
mean-tempered and natural, or just-tem- 
pered fretting for fretted dulcimers. Since 
such dulcimers are fretted diatonically 
and used often times only to play solo, 
accompany voice, or play with other dul- 
cimers, they are excellent candidates for 
fretting to the “natural” scale, which is 
most harmonious if we are playing in only 
one key and without chromatics, The 
problems of modulation that Rick Fogel 
mentions are avoided since we generally 
retune to play in a different key, Thus, we 
would preserve a harmonious natural 
scale in whatever key we tune to. For fret- 
ted dulcimer players who play several 
keys out of a single tuning, and who bend 
in occasional chromatic notes or “acci- 
dentals,” the mean-tone temperament is 
still quite acceptable, perhaps ideal. Key 
changes available are usually adjacent 
ones on a circle of fifths, as with hammer 
dulcimer, such as G, D, and A, which 


sound harmonious in mean temperament. 
Instruments with a 6 1/2 fret help make 
such changes possible. But they need not 
be fretted for equal temperament and suf- 
fer the relatively out-of-tune major thirds 
thus imposed. 

While it is possible to derive mathe- 
matical measurements for natural and 
mean-tone fretting schemes, for all practi- 
cal purposes the frets can be placed by ear 
or electronic tuner. Just string up your 
dulcimer before fretting. Use a moveable 
piece of wire the same height as a fret to 
sound a string at various places on the 
fretboard. An electronic tuner with accu- 
rate cents deviation scale, a strobe tuner 
for instance, may be used to tune any of 
the scales Rick Fogel charted in his arti- 
cle. Be certain to use one of the lighter 
gauge “melody” strings for fret “listen- 
ing” and tune it up to the pitch you intend 
to use most for the open string. Remem- 
ber, the scale starts at the 3rd fret, If 
including a 6 1/2 fret on a mean-tone 
scale, scale intervals can be started at 
either the nut or the 3rd fret as “do” or 
zero cents. 

As an Appalachian folk instrument, 
the fretted dulcimer was quite commonly 
fretted by ear to one of these harmonious 
diatonic scales or to some combination of 
them accepted in the locale or agreeable 
to the builder. Obviously the fret distribu- 
tion on such instruments will not match 
up with the sound or look of the geomet- 
ric progression of fret intervals on equal- 
tempered guitars, with which so many of 
us are familiar. Unfortunately, a genera- 
tion of urban dulcimer players and 
builders has assumed these “rustic” fret 
patterns were “wrong” and condemned 
such dulcimers unused to wall-decoration 
status or, worse yet, had them refretted (!), 
destroying their value as original works, 
not to mention destroying the intended 
harmonious intervals! If you have what 
you thought was a too “primitively” fret- 
ted dulcimer, you might want to give it 
another chance. If the 3rds, 6ths and 7ths 
(mi, la, ti) sound just a bit flat to your gui- 
tar, it may have one of these “sweet” 
scales we are talking about. If you build 
dulcimers, give these scales a try. You 
might find the sound you’ ve been looking 
for. 

Sam Rizzetta 
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Dear DPN: 

For your interest, we have just this 
weekend (January 20-22) had the first 
Australian Hammered Dulcimer Gather- 
ing. It was held in the bush at the home of 
the organizer, Gill Rees, and at a nearby 
campground. We had 14 players plus a 
few other instrumentalists who also con- 
tributed greatly. We swapped tunes, lusted 
after each others’ dulcimer (plus 1 cym- 
balom), played/sang 8 part rounds and 
held a not too serious concert. We've 
resolved to continue at 6 month intervals, 
so it’s been a resounding (no pun intend- 
ed) success! 

Gillian Nicholson 
O'Connor, ACT 


Dear DPN: 

Recently I sent a request for the song 
“Little Darlin’ Pal of Mine.” The response 
was just great. | heard from people in Cal- 
ifornia, Virginia and even England. To all 
these folks, I extend my thanks. 

Pauline Imes 


Dear DPN: 

I read with interest your comments in 
the winter 1989 Dulcimer Players News 
concerning the copying of albums and 
tapes, and the letter from John McCutch- 
eon expressing the performer's point of 
view. As the director of a large dulcimer 
festival, I'd like to express my view. 

When we hire featured performers for 
our festival, we can never pay them what 
they are worth. Our festival is a non-profit 
one, but we have to “break even” after 
paying costs of all kinds, including 
postage, photocopying, printing, mainte- 
nance, and all sorts of things people never 
think of as they feast their ears and minds 
during the weekend of the festival. As a 
result, although our admission charges 
and performer stipends compare favorably 
with other such festivals, most performers 
receive barely enough to cover travel 
expenses for the weekend. These perform- 
ers have to love their work to take the job 
at all, but many accept knowing that their 
only profit will be whatever they make 
during the weekend on the sales of books 
and records. If I couldn't assure them that 
festival sales are usually very good, I 
would be embarrassed to invite them at 
all. continues 
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As a result of these musical facts of 
life, we allow no taping at all of perfor- 
mances at the Great Black Swamp Dul- 
cimer Festival. We encourage all our 
happy music-lovers to support their 
favorite musicians by buying their books 
and records instead. It makes me see red 
when I hear someone say, “You buy that 
one and I'll tape it,” or “Don’t bother to 
buy that one, you can copy mine.” The 
fact that “you can get by with it” is irrele- 
vant. Not only is the practice illegal and 
unethical, not only does it jeopardize the 
performer's livelihood, it also threatens 
the festival that enables the pilferer to 
“discover” the performer. 

If someone suggested that you might 
“shoplift” a tape at your favorite record 
store, you'd probably be horrified. In the 
effect on the performer, however, is there 
really a difference in the way you steal the 
tape? 

Susan Porter 
Lima, Ohio 


Dear DPN: 

John McCutcheon’s comments 
regarding home taping raise some impor- 
tant issues and deserve some responses. 
Let's begin with the DAT issue. At this 
point, there are no plans to use notches to 
prevent the home taping on DAT of pre- 
recorded CD's, although this wasn’t the 
case several years back. There are several 
reasons for this. First of all, one of the 
leaders of the pro-notch case was CBS 
Records (and affiliated labels). Now that 
they've been purchased by Sony, a major 
maker of CD and DAT players, they’ve 
withdrawn their support and the anti-DAT 
coalition has pretty much fallen apart. 

More important, though, are the tech- 
nical reasons. Tests by a number of inde- 
pendent labs showed pretty conclusively 
that the use of frequency notches caused 
audible degradation of recorded sound, 
especially when electronic instruments are 
in use. Such instruments generate tones 
that literally span the entire sound spec- 
trum, unlike hand-played instruments, 
which produce discrete tones and their 
harmonics. As a result, there is no notch 
frequency which could be selected to 
ensure that all the output of a synthesizer 
would be reproduced intact. 

Also, one of the critical assumptions 


behind the anti-DAT fight was the notion 
that people could take the digital signal 
directly from a CD and record it on a Dig- 
ital Audio Tape. In fact, that’s generally 
not the case. Why? Because CDs, DATs, 
and CD-Video units, the three varieties of 
digital reproduction in use today, all use 
different sampling rates; that is, their sig- 
nals are incompatible without extremely 
expensive translation equipment. At this 
time, a unit which could convert a signal 
from the CD rate to the DAT rate, thus 
permitting direct digital recording, would 
cost several thousand dollars, limiting 
such copying to those who are extremely 
rich. 

Of course, the real concern of the 
anti-DAT forces is not home copying, but 
large-scale piracy. An operation on a large 
scale could easily afford the cost of signal 
translation equipment, since they’d most 
likely also be investing in the far more 
expensive equipment needed to produce 
bootleg CDs from DATs they'd bought in 
their local record shop. Theft at this level 
is a very valid concern, but protecting the 
music industry from it should be done in 
ways that do not have negative effects on 
the average home user. 

It is the home user for whom Mr. 
McCutcheon's column seems to be writ- 
ten. There is no question in my mind but 
that he is correct when he describes home 
bootlegging as a threat to the alternative 
music industry. By refusing to duplicate 
independent-label material, an individual 
can contribute to the overall success, 
vitality, and, in some cases, survival of 
alternative performers and labels. 

However, for the home consumer to 
be encouraged to do this, it is equally 
important for the artists to take a stand 
concerning certain inequities in the pre- 
sent copyright laws that are exceptionally 
unjust for the typical consumer. At pre- 
sent, it is still a violation of the law for the 
purchaser of an Ip, cassette, CD or DAT to 
make a whole or partial copy of that item 
for his or her own personal use. 

Now, to be honest, few music con- 
sumers respect this law. Many record pur- 
chasers make a tape copy on the first play- 
ing, and then store the record away for 
archival purposes, only to be played if the 
tape breaks. The quality of the tape used 
in many commercial cassettes is so low 


that many users immediately copy them 
onto higher-quality tape. Other folks 
make duplicates of their home collection 
for use in their automobiles or via 
portable tape players. Still others assem- 
ble musical collages of their favorite 
pieces from a group of sources, for later 
listening at home or away. All of these 
activites are presently illegal, and should 
not be. In fact, this sort of personal dupli- 
cation should be supported by the artists, 
as it actually increases the likelihood that 
an owner of the music will play it for 
someone else, thus generating a possible 
new sale. 

Finally, we should not forget the fact 
that the failure of the law to recognize this 
form of ethically valid copying has, as its 
end result, the encouragement of overall 
disrespect for the remainder of the copy- 
right law, the parts that are both valid and 
desirable. Only when the artists them- 
selves come out and support a rational 
approach to home taping will the public 
act to support them, both by encouraging 
legislators to change the law, and by 
changing their own habits. 

David M. Axler 
Philadelphia, PA 


Editor's Note: In reading David 
Axler’s letter, one thought especially 
came to mind after reading his sentence 
beginning, “Only when the artists them- 
selves come out and support a rational 
approach...” As a recorded performer who 
has difficulty interpreting the instruction 
booklet for the lawn mower, I don't have 
great understanding of the fine print to go 
along with laws and rulings. I do read and 
keep up with things affecting us political- 
ly, and Virginia state and federal legisla- 
tors hear from me. Sometimes I’ve 
wished that my voice was stronger, as I 
have a feeling our Virginia senators are 
not reading my letters with awe at my 
grasp of and insight into national issues. 
Perhaps our stronger voice is 
organizing right now. In January 1989 
there was an organizational meeting for 
NAFMA (North American Folk Music 
Association) in Malibu, California. About 
110 of us attended, and discussions filled 
the air. The summer issue of DPN will 
have an article about the event, but in the 
meantime we want you to know of its 
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teach, and more than half the attendees 
bring instruments. At the 1988 Festival, 
teachers can earn Professional Teaching 
Credit by attending the classes. Joy is 
knowing that 25% of the teaching staff are 
“home grown” over the past 10 years. 

Years ago Elaine attended summer 
camp in the Malibu mountains, In 1982 
she began a teacher-in-residence tradi- 
tional music camp over the New Year's 
holiday in this same camp. With good 
weather in January the camp has attracted 
the finest teachers as some 250 people 
come to learn, study, and play folk music 
in one of the most picturesque tableaus, a 
rustic Malibu canyon a few hundred yards 
from the blue Pacific. 

Music in the West flourished under 
Elaine’s leadership for ten years as 
President of CTMS, and continues as she 
becomes the first full-time CTMS Execu- 
tive Director. She is an active consultant 
around the country, and on the Advisory 
Board of the National Folk Organization. 
She was an invited guest speaker at the 
1987 MIDEM Conference in Cannes, 
France and the Quebec Summer Festivals. 
She consults for the Canadian, Quebec, 


and French cultural affairs offices in LA. 
Already, she is planning for bigger and 
better things through personal chemistry. 
She has structured a new 25 person CTMS 
Advisory Board of folk music activists 
from all walks of life in the area — 
professors, businessmen, radio personali- 
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ties, performers, volunteers, teachers, 
retailers — to guide the next 10 years of 
CTMS growth and innovation. She’s ona 
roll. All ventures she touched have 
succeeded, and I know her energy will 
carry the future, that is, if mine can keep 
up. I’m her husband. 
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Dulcimer Clubs Column 
Edited by Judy Ireton 


As I sit down to write this column, 
my mind is rushing in many directions, 
trying to figure out a subtle way of 
broaching what I fear is a most serious 
problem within the Dulcimer Kingdom. I 
have decided that there is only one way to 
handle a problem of this nature. That is 
not to beat around the bush but tackle it 
head on. Here goes. 

Each month many of you send me 
your newsletters or write me notes (not all 
of you, though!). I truly enjoy reading 
your news, and it is from these communi- 
cations that I get most of the information 
for this column. I was disturbed over a 
card I received, but decided to let it pass. 
Now I must expose this group for the 
unrealistic trouble makers I am sure you 
all will agree they are. 

There are but two rules for being 
members of the Ladies Dulcimer and 
Terrorist Society (more or less). Rule 
number one is that one must come tuned. 
Now | ask all of you ladies, have you 
never attended a symphony or concert? 
One pays a minimum of $12 to attend a 
Philharmonic concert in this city. The 
seats go up to $25 each. In larger cities 
they can cost many times this amount. 
These concerts often require formal dress 
and are held in elegant concert halls. Yet, 
before every concert these learned 
musicians sit in front of the hundreds, lo 
maybe thousands, and proceed to tune 
their instruments. It is even an honor to be 
chosen the head honcho in charge (Ist 
violinist) of performing this needed task. 

Can it be that dulcimer players are 
expected to have standards that exceed 
those demanded by Leonard Bernstein? 
Should dulcimer players be subjected to 
pressures of this magnitude? This could 
be dangerous. Further more, can you 
imagine what it would sound like to have 
a room full of fifty dulcimer players, all in 
tune? Really, ladies. Let's put an end to 
this nonsense before a dangerous prece- 
dence engulfs all of the groups and the 
music we have come to know and love 
ceases to sound familiar to us. Now I feel 
better. Let’s get on with things before I 
feel compelled to tackle the bit about not 
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gossiping. Really! 

From the Penninsula Mountain 
Dulcimer Club, California way, comes 
news of their meetings. They are held the 
second Saturday of every month. Also 
from California comes news from the San 
Francisco Folk Music Club. Part of the 
newsletter contained their membership 
list. It was done in small print, and filled 
many pages. My guesstimate is that they 
have nine hundred plus members. This is 
fantastic. The first Monday of the month 
the Spanish song group meets. There is 
also shape note singing, freedom songs, 
Scottish fiddle group, old time string band, 
folk music, a song writers showcase, and 
spirit songs to mention some of the special 
areas. The group meets at 885 Clayton 
Street in San Francisco. For information 
call 415-661-2217. They are too busy to 
list all of their special events. It takes five 
pages on both sides of legal size paper. 

The CalTech Folk Music Society 
produces a bi-monthly calendar of Folk 
Music in the Los Angeles area and places 
most of their emphasis on promoting 
touring folk musicians. They meet at the 
California Institute of Technology in 
Pasadena, California. The Central Coast 
Renaissance Historical Society sends The 
Renaissance Ties. Group members dress 
in period costumes and hold Fairs that 
expand the knowledge of their member- 
ship and the general public towards dress, 
customs, music and foods of the Renais- 
sance era. It was my pleasure to meet 
several of their members at a Bobby Burns 
dinner. They were elegant in their dress 
finery. 

A new group, the Mill Creek 
Dulcimer Club in California, sends 
information that they meet the second 
Sunday of every month from 2:00 to 5:00 
pm. All levels of players are welcome. 
For information on location, call Doug at 
714-987-5701 or drop him a note at 8755 
LaVine Street, Alta Loma, California 
91701. 

To end the news from California and 
the West Coast, I would like to send 
special wishes to Greg and Margie 
Mirken, They have a new location for 


Shade Tree Music and a new little one to 
fill the corners with sweet sounds, Ona 
less joyous note, I regret to learn that the 
Old Time Cafe in Leucadia has closed its 
doors. This was a haven for all types of 
folk music. Bill and Pearl assure everyone 
that they will continue to promote occa- 
sional concerts in the northern San Diego 
County area. You will be missed. 

Moving eastward we find the 
Flinthills Dulcimer Club actively planning 
for the Third Annual Dulcimer Fair in 
November of ’88. The second festival 
was a day of great fun and learning with a 
concert in the evening by Steve Meyfield 
from Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

The Shoals Dulcimer and Folk 
Music Association celebrated their first 
birthday in September with a big cake in 
the shape of a dulcimer. They meet the 
4th Saturday of each month at the Ken- 
nedy-Douglas Center for the Arts in 
Florence, Alabama. Already they have 
met several playing commitments and are 
busy planning The First Creek Dulcimer 
Festival on May Mth at Joe Wheeler State 
Park. 

I found no name to credit for the 
counted cross stitch design from the 
Original Dulcimer Players Club. The 
design was intended for hardanger 22 
count and has a G cleff as well as the 
club’s name. Worked up, it must be very 
attractive. 

Bill KuhIman sends information on 
the Jolly Hammers and Strings Club. 
They meet the 4th Saturday of every 
month at the Chippewa Nature Center 
outside Midland, Michigan, from 1:00- 
4:30 pm. All are welcome to play, dance, 
or listen. The club is part of the Folk 
Music Society of Midland. From Gail 
Schwandt comes news of the Michigan 
Friends of Traditional Music and Dance. 
The club is now 18 months old and has 
been actively sharing their music at 
various festivals as well as at exhibitions 
at the malls in Flint and Saginaw. They 
even performed on TV-12. They meet the 
2nd Thursday of each month at 7:00 on a 
rotating schedule between Chesaning, 
Flushing and Owosso, Michigan. 
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existence. Look in the Music Exchange 
column for further information. 

At our wrap-up meeting on Sunday 
morning, Flawn Williams (Chicago, IL) 
stated his hope that NAFMA would listen 
to the diverse voices of the members and 
speak with one voice. Perhaps, as 
NAFMaA grows and develops, we can 
address issues such as the INS situation 
with a stronger voice. 
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CALENDAR 


Compiled by Rose Hines 


Send listings for the July issue by 
April 25, 1989. Rose Hines, P.O. Box 
24413, Indianapolis, IN 46224 


A P R t L 


April 14-15 + Dade City, FL 

Pioneer Florida Old Time Music 
Championship at Pioneer Florida Museum. 
Contests for 20 traditional instruments includ- 
ing dulcimer, autoharp, harmonica, fiddle and 
banjo. Info: Ernie Williams, 4011 State Road 
52, Date City, FL 33525. 904/567-8513. 


April 15 « n, WV 
Mountain Dulcimer Convention, 
Round Barn, 10 am registration, socializing, 
jamming. 12 noon pot luck lunch. 1 pm open 
stage. All lap and hammer dulcimer players, 
builders are welcome as is the public. No 
admission charge. Info: Patty Looman, 228 
Maple Ave., Mannington, WV 26582. 
304/986-2411. 


April 16 « Tishomingo, MS 

Dulcimer Day, featuring performances, jam 
sessions and sales booths. Sponsored by the 
Ala-Sippi Dulcimer Association. Held at 
Tishomingo State Park. Info: Hollis E. Long, 
Box 76, Golden, MS 38847. 


April 17-22 « Elkins, WV 

Dulcimer Week and a Dulcimer Festi- 
val presented by the Augusta Center. Included 
are in-depth classes for hammered and moun- 
tain dulcimer players, a Friday evening dance 
and a Saturday evening concert. Info: Doug 
Hill, Augusta Heritage Arts Workshop, Davis 
& Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 
304/636-1903. 


April 20-23 « Lafayette, LA 

Festival International de Louisiane 
celebrates Louisiana's cross-cultural connec- 
tions with the Francophone world. Concerts, 
performances, art exhibits and children’s activ- 
ities. Info: Festival International de Louisiane, 
P.O. Box 4008, Lafayette, LA 70502. 318/232- 
8086. 


April 21-23 « Mt. View, AR 

The Ozark Folk Center's Dulcimer Jam- 
boree features mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer contests, workshops and concerts. Info: 
Dulcimer Jamboree, Ozark Folk Center, Mt. 
View, AR 72560. 501/269-3851. 


April 22 *« Grand Rapids, MI 
Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. Old Time Music & Dances of Yester- 
Year. Fiddle event with back-up musicians 
welcome. Facilities for self-contained trailers 
and travel homes. All events held indoors with 
facilities for the handicapped. Jamborees 1-5 
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pm, dances 7-10 pm. Info: C. Clair Stevens, 
7915 Munger Rd., Ypsilanti, MI 48197. 
313/434-3442. 


April 28-30 « Lima, OH 

11th Annual Great Black 

Dulcimer Festival at Ohio State Universi- 
ty. Workshops, concerts, dancing and jam- 
ming. Held indoors. Info: Susan Porter, Ohio 
State Un., 4240 Campus Dr., Lima, OH 45804. 
419/228-2641, ext. 254. 


M A Y 


May 6 * Watertown, MA 

8th Annual Flower Carol Dulcimer 
Festival at Palfrey Street School in Water- 
town (Boston area). Workshops and concert. 
Info: 617/484-2971. 


May 6 « Johannesburg, MI 
an Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 


May 7 * Birmingham, AL 

16th Annual Southern 

Dulcimer Festival held at Tannehill State 
Park between Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. 
Jamming, performances and sales booth. 
Camping available. Info: Larry Crosby, PO 
Box 535, Pelham, AL 35124. 205/664-2552. 


May 12-14 «New Holland, PA 
Lancaster County Folk Festival. Con- 
certs, crafts and children’s entertainment. 
Camping available. Info: Madeline Kopanski, 
Spring Gulch Resort, 475 Lynch Rd., New 
Holland, PA 17557. 717/354-3100. 


May 13-14 « Glen Rose, TX 

8th Lone Star State Dulcimer Festi- 
val, held at Oakdale Park, features contests 
for mountain and hammer dulcimer players, 
arts and crafts fair, workshops and concerts. 
Info: Dana Hamilton, 904 Houston, Arlington, 
TX 76012. 817/275-3872. 


May 20 « Port Hope, MI 

Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 
May 20-21 « Rogersville, AL 
First Creek Dulcimer Day Festival ai 
Wheeler State Park. Open stage, workshops, 
jamming, performances and pot luck. Camping 
available. Info: Robbie Robbins, 24 Har- 
borview Ct. N.E., Decatur, AL 35601. 205- 
355-4813. 


May 20-21 * Coshocton, OH 
Dulcimer Days at Historic Roscoe 
Village. Dulcimer competition, workshops, 
open stage, jamming, exhibits and sales. Info: 
Roscoe Village Foundation, 440 North White- 
woman St., Coshocton, OH 43812. 614/622- 
9310. See ad on this page. 


ROSCOE VILLAGE PRESENTS 
15TH ANNUAL 


DULCIMER DAYS COMPETITION 


Weekend. This date is tentative. Liule Ben- 
nett Park. Workshops for hammer and fretted 
dulcimers, autoharp, banjo and band, plus jam- 
ming and open stage. Info: Fred Bird, 419 Park 
Rd, Rockville, MD 20850, 301/279-7928. 


May 20-21 « Claremont, CA 

10th Annual Claremont Spring Folk 
Festival. Folk and traditional music with 
wor! and concerts including dulcimer. 
Info: (send SASE) CSFF 8755 LaVine St., 
Alta Loma, CA 91701. 714/987-5701. 


May 25-29 « In Georgia 

6th Annual Southern Women's Music 
and Comedy Festival. Music, comedy, 
dancing, crafts and workshops. Camping avail- 
able. Info: (send SASE) Festivals, 15842 
Chase St., Sepulveda, CA 91343. 818/893- 
4075. 


May 25-June 12 « Kerrville, TX 

18th Annual Kerrville Folk Festival. 
Songwriting school, 18 concerts, homespun 
guitar school, crafts, camping. Info: Rod 
Kennedy, P.O. Box 1466, Kerrville, TX 78029. 
512/257-3600 after 10 am weekdays. 


May 26-28 + White Springs, FL 
37th Annual Florida Folk Festival. 
Crafts, musicians, tale tellers, dancers and 


ee 
WESTMINSTER 
SUMMER SESSION 
‘89 


Begin your summer dulcimer-festrval 
season at Westminster!!! 


HAMMERED DULCIMER: 
Where do the hammers fly? 


MAY20 E21, 1989 


The Lake Park Recreational Area Pavilion will once 
again be the setting for this weekend of American 
Folk Music! The Pavilion is within easy walking 
distance of Historic Roscoe Village with its 21 
shops, exhibits, restaurants and overnight 
accommodations. Camping also close by. 


with 


LUCILLE REILLY 
(author of Striking Out...amd WINNING!) 


June 19-23 


Thirty hours of instruction include 


© Unlimited (almost!) playing opportunities 
during class for beginning through inter- 
mediate players! 


@ Six Competitive Categories # 


© Chording for accompaniment 
(no prior expenence necessary) 


Located on Ohio SR 16/83 near the © The secrets of sounding grrar 


junction of US 36 in east-central Ohio 74 / 


© The most-wanted ornaments 
© The most-unwanted mistakes! 
For further information, write; ® Small group jamming and morr! 
Roscoe Village Foundation 
DD, 381 Hill Street. 
Coshocton, OH 43812 


or call (614) 622-9310 


For a brochure and application write: 


Summer Session 
Westminster Choir College 
Princeton, NJ 08540 


Or Call: 609-924-7416, ext. 227 
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The Paint Creek Folklore Society 
always sends a newsy newsletter each 
month. One item I want to share concerns 
the Celtic New Year. It was celebrated 
November 1 in Celtic and Anglo-Saxon 
times and followed Samhain on October 
3lst. November meant the beginning of 
the dark, barren part of the year, so on the 
31st a festival was held. “Fire rites, 
devinations, funerary practices, and 
masquerades were observed to protect 
crops and animals from demonic influ- 
ences.” (They knew about the Ladies 
Terrorist Society back then?) The 
customs surrounding the festival eventu- 
ally evolved into the modern day Hallow- 
een. 

The Silver Strings Dulcimer Society 
is certainly proud of their hammered 
dulcimer player Andrea Ford. Andrea 
took first place at the 1987 Great Lakes 
Regional Dulcimer Contest and then third 
place at Winfield, Kansas. This very 
talented youngster has developed more 
poise and confidence at her age than many 
of us adults are ever able to do. Congratu- 
lations to a fine young musician. You all 
have reason to be proud. 

The 8th of January was the first 


meeting date for the Hammer Dulcimists 
Club at Kent State University, Trumbull 
County, Ohio. The meetings will be held 
the 2nd Friday of each month from 7:00- 
9:00 pm. For more information, contact 
Rose Jamison at 898-6384. 

Marji Hazen was kind enough to 
bring me up to date on some new clubs in 
the Columbus area. The Central Ohio 
Dulcimer Learning Exchange is now 
meeting the fourth Thursday of the month 
at the Whetstone Recreation Center on 
North High Street in Columbus. This is for 
people to exchange information and ideas 
and for students to get to meet potential 
teachers. There are no dues. The Third 
Sunday Gathering is a group who enjoy 
playing simple music. They stay in DAA 
using simple harmonies and three chords. 
Other instruments are welcome, remem- 
bering that all music is played in D. They 
meet the — oh well, you know. For more 
information contact Gail Reed, 614-965- 
$102. 

Wendy Webster called to tell me 
about the North Shore Dulcimer Group. 
This is a new club open to all accoustic 
instruments, with the mountain dulcimer 
being the focal point of the group. All 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Call or write for free catalog. 


Blue Lion 


4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com 


skill levels are welcome. The meeting is 
held at the Euclid Public Library, East 
22nd Street, from 7:00-9:00 pm. The 
Columbus Dulcimer Club ended their 
active year of playing for nursing homes, 
clubs, churches and other personal 
performances with a potluck dinner at the 
home of president Barbara Dowell. 
Several of their members have been active 
on their own, entertaining throughout the 
area. I enjoy receiving their new newslet- 
ter, Strings ‘n’ Stuff. 

Project Joy continues to grow and 
expand. Most of the members of these 
two clubs, Elyria Branch and Avon Lake, 
are new to the instrument. They have 
learned quickly and are actively sharing 
their new found joy. 

Heading a little further south, I 
would again like to share some of the 
information from the Central Kentucky 
Hammered Dulcimer Club. Can you 
believe instructions for making your own 
hammered dulcimer case? I bet Bob 
Wyatt would be glad to share a photo copy 
of the directions with you if you send him 
a SASE along with a litle change to cover 
cost of photocopies. His address is 153 
Beech Court, Versailles, KY 40384. 
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Hammered Dulcimer 
Records & Tapes I [ | 1 HERIE 
Maddie MacNeil 


The Holly & The Ivy - Christmas Music KM 230 The Quarterty 

Soon Its Going to Rain KM 244 

Common Ground - Traveler's Choice - 

Hammered Dulcimer Duets ..............0.0000+ KM 229 

Doug Berch The Longing - 

Original Music for Hammered Dulcimer KM 245 

Denis Murphy - Irish Music for Hammered 

Dulcimer (Ip only) KM 233 
Mountain Dulcimer 

Teach Yourself to Play Dulcimer- 6 tapes & 100 

page book (ask for TT 501-06) $65 

Mark Nelson's Dulcimer Workshop - Advanced 

instruction (TT 507-12)...... $65 


Journal of the Guild of American Lathiers 


All recordings Ip or cassette $7.95 each. MasterCard & 
Visa Welcome 707-926-5312 


Kicking Mule Records, Inc 
POB 158 
Alderpoint, Ca 95411 


DULCIMERS 


The Dulcimer Shoppe 
C ¢ P.O. Box E 
at en Mountain View. Arkansas 72560 
Phone. (501) 269-4313 


OUNTAIN 


“A good musical instrument is a key to a very special 
world, and the ones your company makes are surely 


opening lots of doors to lots of people.” 
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foods from many cultures. Info: Florida 
Department of State, Bureau of Florida Folk- 
life Program, P.O. Box 265, White Springs, FL 
32096. 904/397-2192. 


May 26-29 « Seattle, WA 

Northwest Folklife Festival. Music, 
dance, concerts, workshops and instrument 
auction plus food, crafts and children's events. 
Info: Northwest Folklife Festival, 305 Harri- 
son, Seattle, WA 98109. 206/684-7300. 


May 26-29 « East Troy, WI 
Stringalong Weekend. Concerts, work- 
shops, singing and dancing. Dulcimer activi- 
ties. Bring or rent an instrument. Info: UWM 
Folk Center, Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, Mil- 
waukee, WI 53201. 414/229-4177. 


J U N E 
June-July « Princeton, NY 
Westminster Summer Session ‘89. 
Classes for high school musicians in a musical 
environment, concentrated study prior to 
recital or concert. Info: Summer Session, 
Westminster Choir College, Princeton, NJ 
08540. 609/924-7416, ext. 227. 


June-September * Rhinebeck, NY 
The Omega Institute hosts workshops in 
instrumental music, voice and drumming. Info: 


Omega Institute, RD 2, Box 377D, Rhinebeck, 
NY 12572. 914/338-6030 or 800/862-8890. 


June 1-3, 7-9 « Charleston, SC 
Piccolo Spoleto Traditional Folk 
Music Series at Charleston Museum. Info: 
Charleston Folk, PO Box 570, Sullivan's 
Island, SC 29482. 803/883-9590. 


June 2-4 « Madison, IN 

Madison Heritage Days features pioncer 
crafts, children's events and music (dulcimers 
included). Info: Madison Heritage Days, 1119 
W. Main St., Madison, IN 47250. 812/265- 
5080. 


June 3-4 + San Francisco, CA 

13th Free Folk Music Festival at Fi. 
Mason Center. No paid performers. Everyone 
is a participant with continuous concerts and 
workshops for instruments and song plus sales 
booths. Handicapped access. Info: San Fran- 
cisco Folk Music Club, 885 Clayton, San 
Francisco, CA 94117, 415/661-2217. 


June 3-4 + Overland Park, KS 

13th Annual Dulcimer Days Festival. 
Workshops, mini-concerts, folk dancing, hymn 
sing, jamming, open stage and sales booths. 
Info: Lilah Gillet, 8709 Goddard, Overland 
Park, KS 66214, 913/888-0787. 


June 9-11 + Reading, PA 
6th Annual French Creek Dulcimer 


SOUTHERN MICHIGAN 
DULCIMER FESTIVAL 


SOUTHERN MICHIGAN DULCIMER 


FESTIVAL ASSOCIATION 


JUNE 16-18, 1989 


CALHOUN COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 


ny 
MARSHALL MICHIGAN 


FEATURED PERFORMERS 
DAVE & CATHY BARTON. PARA 
DAVID SCHNAUFER 
MADDIE MacNEIL & SETH AUSTEN 
RUPPWATER STRING BAND 
NO STRINGS ATTACHED 


FESTIVAL FAVORITES 
JUST FRIENDS 
WES LINENKUGEL 
MADDIE MocNEIL 
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Retreat in French Creek State Park. Infor- 
mal workshops, jamming, open stage and 
potluck. Info: Mary Carty, Herald Ave., Mt. 
Holly, NJ 08060. 609/261-2337. 


June 9-11 + Cosby, TN 

13th Annual Cosby Dulcimer and 
Harp Festival at Folk Life Center of the 
Smokies. For makers, players and listeners of 
mountain and hammered dulcimer and all 
kinds of harps. Workshops, children's activi- 
ties and storytelling. Camping available. Info: 
Jean & Lee Schilling, PO Box 8, Cosby,TN 
37722. 615/487-5543. 


June 10 « Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
Original Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 

June 11-17 + Hindman, KY 

12th Annual Appalachian Family 
Folk Week. Music, dance, storytelling, 
workshops (including lap and hammered dul- 
cimer), crafts, concerts and children's activi- 
ties. Info: Mike Mullins, Hindman Settlement 
School, PO Box 844, Hindman, KY 41822. 
606/785-5475. 


June 11-17 « Brasstown, NC 

June Homecoming Music/Dance 
Week. Celebration of music and dance featur- 
ing American and English country dancing. 
Info: The John C. Campbell Folk School, 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 704/837-2775. 


HANDS-ON 


ULCIMER 


WORKSHOPS / 


Intensive classes in lap 
and hammered dulcimer, 
for all levels, led by: 


«Karen Ashbrook 
«Larkin Bryant 
*Wes Chapell 
*Sam Herrmann 

* Madeline MacNeil 
*Randy Marchany 
*Sam Rizzetta 


& more! 


JULY 9 - AUGUST 11 


WORKSHOPS. DANCING. JAMMING, OPEN STAGE CONCERTS 


CAMPSITES AVAILABLE 


POR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 


WARREN OLILES 

W575 PEACH RIDGE 

SPARTA MI 49345 
ih lee BAT OO 


AUGUSTA HERITAGE ARTS WORKSHOPS 


«Box DPe 


Davis & Elkins College ~- Elkins, WV 26241 


Another issue of the newsletter had some 
very good playing tips. Hum or sing a 
melody before playing it. Tap your foot or 
pat your hand on your leg or table to “set 
the time.” Use a metronome. Bob points 
out that playing alone can be both good 
and bad. How well we all know what 
happens when we try to play with an 
individual who has never played with 
others, Still another issue of the newslet- 
ter discusses posture. Not only will 
posture affect how you look to your 
audience, but it will also have an impor- 
tant effect on your sound. The problem of 
body zone when playing standing up was 
discussed. Too much movement will 
result in over- or under-reaching, striking 
the bridge instead of the string and double 
stops that are less than pleasing to the ear. 
The best hint of all was an invitation to the 
Ohio Valley Gathering at Clifty Falls State 
Park in Madison, Indiana. This gathering 
is hosted by the Louisville Dulcimer Club 
and, though only two years old, ranks 
among the most enjoyable dulcimer 
events. 

The Warrenville Folk Music Society 
of Warrenville, Illinois, sent a newsy letter 
that brought back some memories. Dona 
Benkert told of their participation in the 
local parade. The group built a gazebo on 
top of a hay wagon (sans suspension), and 
then played atop this vehicle. Having done 
this before, I can attest to the shake, rattle 
and roll performance. They not only had 
fun but took 2nd place in the band 
category. Congratulations! 

The Hammers and Noters Dulcimer 
Society (HANDS) is pleased to have over 
one hundred members who sponsor a bi- 


* Entirely handcrafted by GEORGE ORTHEY 
© 20 years in instrument making ¢ Guaranteed Craftsmanship 


monthly potluck dinner and musical event. 
They have an open stage, tune swap, 
jamming, and, of course, good food. The 
meetings are held at Knox Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church at Granville Drive 
and Sutherland in Silver Spring, Maryland 
on the 3rd Saturday in January, March, 
September, and November. HANDS 
holds spring and fall camping weekends 
with the Dulcimer Disorganization of 
Greater Washington. Mountain and 
hammered dulcimers are the primary 
instruments, but other instruments and 
listeners are welcome. Fix your favorite 
dish and join them. 

The New Jersey Hammered Dulci- 
mer Co-Operative has a new president and 
is going strong. What a pleasure to have 
an evening of music with the Greek 
santouri and John Roussos. Also from 
New Jersey comes the Fret and Feather, 
newsletter of the Greater Pinelands 
Dulcimer Society. I would like their 
meetings. Most are preceded by pot luck 
dinners. It’s hard to beat a day of good 
food and good music. A recent Autoharp 
workshop with Drew Smith was interest- 
ing for all. Like many clubs, this organi- 
zation plays for groups of special people 
who frequently are left out. It must have 
been exciting when the mentally retarded 
individuals filled the hall with their 
clapping in response to your music. 

Moving on a little further, actually a 
whole lot further, I would like to close my 
column with something about the Japan 
Dulcimer Club Kobe. This club may be 
young, but they have already held their 
first workshop. The group met from June 
through November in western Japan, 


giving one lesson each month on both the 
mountain and hammered dulcimer. There 
are three branches of the club: Kobe, 
Osaka and Nishinomiya. The lecturer for 
the hammered dulcimer was Keiko 
Ohuchi, player of both the hammered 
dulcimer and santur. The lecturer on 
mountain dulcimer was Makoto Kaburagi, 
whom many of you met at Perdue Univer- 
sity in Lafayette, Indiana. Makoto is 
redoing some of the instructional materials 
in Japanese so that more can understand 
and participate. They had over twenty 
participants in their first workshop. Wow! 
That’s a wonderful way to end this 
column. Indeed, music knows no lan- 
guage or cultural barriers. 

Send information about new dulcimer 
clubs and club activities to Judy Ireton, 
Clubs Column Editor, 6865 S. Scarff Rd., 
New Carlisle, OH 45344. 


Please Notice! 
The following information arrived too late 
to be categorized in this issue. Please 
don't forget them. 


June 10-12 + near Redding, PA 

5th Annual French Creek Dulcimer 
Retreat. Informal workshops, jamming, 
open stage, a pot-luck meal or two, retreat. 
Info: Mike Bourquin, 759 S. 4th St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19147. 215/923-0273. 


Loudoun Valley Dulcimer Club 
Alice Power 

c/o Loudoun Valley Community Center 
320 W. School St. 

Purcellville, VA 22132 

703/338-4123 


Send $2.00 for catalogue 
refund on first order 


® Native hardwood 
of Appalachia 


DR. GEORGE F. ORTHEY 


BOX 34A, R.D. #1, NEWPORT, PA 17074 


¢ Quartersawn spruce 
soundboard 
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June 15-17 « Glenville, WV 

40th Annual West Virginia State 
Folk Festival. Traditional music and dance, 
concerts and jamming. Info: Mack Samples, 
Glenville State College, Glenville, WV 26351. 
304/462-7361. 


June 16-18 « Alderpoint, CA 

Eel River Music Camp. Workshops for 
acoustic instruments, singing and dance plus 
camp out. Info: Kicking Mule Records Music 
Camp, PO Box 158, Alderpoint, CA 95411. 
707/926-5312. 


June 16-18 « Marshall, MI 

Southern Dulcimer Festi- 
val at the Calhoun County Fairgrounds. 
Workshops, open stage, jamming, concerts and 
sales booths. Camping available. Info: Warren 
Guiles, 9575 Peach Ridge, Sparta, MI 49345. 
616/887-9436. See ad on page 7. 


June 17 « Brethren, MI 

12th Annual Spirit of the Woods 
Folk Festival. Music, dance, children’s 
activities and crafts. Info; Spirit of the Woods 
Music Assn., 11171 Kerry Road, Brethren, MI 
49619. 616/477-5381. 


June 17-18 « on, DC 
Classical HD Association Ist Annual 
Gathering, in the Maryland suburbs of 
Washington. Workshops and networking 


focussed on classical music played on ham- 
mered dulcimer; tentatively a concert Saturday 
evening open to the public. Info: CHDA, 7425 
Village Rd., Apt. 11, Sykesville, MD 21784. 
301/549-3619. See ad on page 2. 


June 17-18 + Valhalla, NY 

12th Great Hudson River Revival, 
Westchester County Community College cam- 
pus. Performances, dancing, singing, story- 
telling plus food, craft booths and displays. 
Info: Judy Green, c/o Clearwater, 112 Market 
St, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. 914/454-7673. 


June 17-25 « Branson, MO 

15th Annual American Folks Music 
Festival in the Ozarks. Music, dancing, 
performances, rides, crafts and food. Info: Rex 
Burdette, Silver Dollar City, Branson, MO 
65616. 417/338-2611. 


June 19-23 « Princeton, NJ 
Westminster Summer Session. Classes 
on hammered dulcimer technique, tuning, 
chording for accompaniment and repertoire. 
Fifty other music sessions offered June 
through July. Info: Summer Session, Westmin- 
ster Choir College, Princeton, NJ 08540. 
609/924-7416. Sce ad on page 6. 


June 22-25 « Easton, PA 
National Exposition of Stringed 
Musical Instrument Making and 


Repair. Conference featuring exhibits, lec- 
tures, workshops and live concerts. Info: (send 
SASE) Symposium "89, c/o Dick Boak, 14 S. 
Broad St., Nazareth, PA 18064. 215/759-7100. 


June 22-25 « Boulder, CO 

16th Annual Telluride Bluegrass Fes- 
tival.Traditional and innovative music. Info: 
Telluride Bluegrass Festival, 1215 Mapleton, 
Boulder, CO 80302. 303/449-6007. 


June 23-25 + Nashville, IN 

Abe Martin Festival sponsored by the 
Brown County Merchants Assn. features free 
musical entertainment throughout town, instru- 
ment workshops and concert. Info: Mountain 
Made Music, PO Box 816, Nashville, IN 
47448, 812/988-7077. 


June 23-25 « Altamont, NY 

9th Annual Old Songs Festival of 
Traditional Music and Dance. A\ta- 
mont Fairgrounds. Concerts, singing, dancing, 
participatory dancing, learn-hows, storytelling 
and performances for children. Camping avail- 
able. Handicapped access. Info: Old Songs, 
Inc., P.O. Box 399, Guilderland, NY 12084. 
518/765-2815 Monday through Saturday, 10 
am-3pm. 


June 23-25 « Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 


9th ANNUAL SUMMER SOLSTICE FOLK MUSIC & DANCE catalan 


A Celebration of Traditional Music and Dance 
California State University - Northridge, California 


JUNE 23, 24, and 25, 1989 


Housing & Self-Contained Camper Spaces Available 


nti tertainment 
On 3 Concert stages 


Southern Old Time Music: Band 
American Folk Music: /owle Bursen & Sally Rogers 
Irish Fiddlers: Seamus Con: Dale Russ 

Step Dancers: Molly Bennett, Sandy Silva 

Latin American Ilarp: Alfredo Orilz 
Contra Dance Caller: Bob Dalremer 
Cape Hreton Music: Stan Chapman 
International Dance: Yves Moreau 
Music of Quebec: Felix LeBlanc 
Cajun Dance: Milile Ortego 

AND MANY MORE * * * 


"Critton Hollow Str 


Friday Night Dance 


Friday & Saturday 
Evening Concert 


Jam Sessions 
Storytelling 
2 Sing-a-Long Halls 
2 Dance areas 
Arts & Crafts 


\ 
Lap & Hammer Dulcimer: David Neiman, Randy Zombola, Fred & Christy Cook, Albert D’Ossche & Robert Force 


Susan Ti ta Baker, Larkin Kelly B rton, Beverly Erickson, Lance Frodsham, Judy Gameral, 
eal Hellman, Sam He ‘ark Nelson, Sally Rogers, Karen Williams, Joemy Wilson 


CALIFORNIA TRADITIONAL MUSIC SOCIETY, 4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, Ca. 91356, (818) 342-7664 
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Weekend. Workshops, tutorials, concert and 
symposium for mountain and hammered dul- 
cimer. Info: Sum Productions, 198 1/2 South- 
em Blvd., Danbury, CT 06810. 203/744-7166. 


June 23-30 « Blue Mt. Lake, NY 
Northeast Dulcimer Symposium 
Studies Week. Group and private instruc- 
tion for mountain and hammered dulcimer 
players. Class sizes limited. Info: Sum Produc- 
tions, 198 1/2 Southern Blvd., Danbury, CT 
06810. 203/744-7166. 


June 23-25 « Northridge, CA 

9th Annual Summer Solstice Dul- 
cimer and Traditional Music and 
Dance Festival. Workshops for instruments 
(including hammered and fretted dulcimers), 
singing, dance and crafts, plus dance and con- 
certs. Info: California Traditional Music Soci- 
ety, 4401 Trancas Place, Tarzana, CA 91356. 
818/342-7664. See ad on page 8. 


June 24 « Elyria, OH 

Project Joy Folk Festival. Open stage, 
jamming, concert and workshops. Info: Joe 
Zsigray, Project Joy, 307 West Avenue, Elyria, 
OH 44035. 216/323-2777. 


June 24 « Shelby, MI 
Original Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 


June 25-July 1 « Berea, KY 

8th Annual Kentucky Summer 
Dance School. Folk dancing and music in 
the Anglo-American tradition. Includes ham- 
mered and mountain dulcimer workshops plus 


crafts, storytelling, folk arts and children’s pro- 


gram. Special tracks for school teachers and 
group leaders. Info: Kentucky Heritage Insti- 
tute, PO Box 4128, Frankfort, KY 40603. 


June 25-July 2 « Fallston, MD 


Fiddlehead '89 Music & Dance Week. 


Millstad Camp near Fallston. Music, dance, 


styles, daily performances, jamming. Info: Fid- 


diehead Music & Dance Week, 3139 Abell 
Ave., Baltimore, MD 21218. 301/235-2924. 


June 26-30 + Boone, NC 

12th Annual Appalachian State Uni- 
versity Dulcimer Playing Workshop 
highlighting traditional mountain music. 
Classes for all levels, concert, open stage and 
field trip. Info: Cindy Rice, ASU Office of 
Conf, & Inst., Boone, NC 28608. 704/262- 
3045. See ad on this page. 


June 30-July 2 « Zelienople, PA 

3rd Annual Allegheny Dulcimer Fes- 
tival. Mountain and hammered dulcimer 
workshops, concerts and square dance. Info: 
Dorothy Buchanan, 7616 Waverly St., Pitts- 
burgh, PA 15221. 412/371-7828. 


12th Annual 


Appalachian State University 
Dulcimer Playing Workshop 


Boone, NC 


June 26 thru 30th, 1989 


A 5-day mini-college on the Appalachian dulcimer held in North Carolina’s beautiful 
Blue Ridge Mountains, featuring four levels of instruction for brand new beginners 


through advanced players. 


Staff 
David Schnaufer ¢ Madeline MacNeil ¢ Frank Proffitt, |r. ¢ Lois Hornbostel 
Don Pedi ¢ Anna Barry * Ralph Lee Smith © Susan Jennings ¢ Phyllis Gaskins 
Dr. Bill Spencer ¢ Carolyn White © Joe Shelton 


Special Features 


@ A focus on dulcimer traditions of North Carolina and Virginia 

@ Concert featuring staff members and “National Folklore Treasure” Stanley Hicks 
@ Field trip into the mountains to meet traditional builders 

@ Open Stage * “Dulcimer Doctor” * Vendors’ Faire * Jamming 


@ Inexpensive dormitory housing 


@ Special sessions covering wide range of musical styles and playing techniques 


For Brochure, Enrollment 
write or call 

ASU Office of Conferences 

& Institutes, Boone, NC 28608 
704/262-3045 


For Other Information write 
Lois Hornbostel, Director 

PO Box 487 

Bryson City, NC 28713 


FREE CATALOG 


Mail Order Folk Music Center 
* TUNE and 
INSTRUCTION BOOKS 


for autoharp, banjo. harp. fiddie. guitar 
dulcimers, melodeon, whistle, pipes 
recorder. concertinas. bones 


* RECORDS OF TRADITIONAL 
& FOLK MUSIC 
Domestics and imports Complete 
catalog and new releases 
* SELECTED 
INSTRUMENTS & KITS 
Personal, dependable, 
fast service. 
Telephone Orders ($20 Min.) 
(518) 765-4193 VISA/MC 
PO Box 307, Wormer Rd. 
Voorheesville, NY 12186 


Over 20 years of musical 
instrument research and 
innovation. Hammer 
dulcimers including 
sopranos, chromatics, bass 
and cymbalom. Also, the 
fine line of Dusty Strings 
hammer dulcimers and 
harps. 

Dulcimer Records and 
cassettes, too! 

Write for free brochure. _ 


Rizzetta Music 
Dept. D 
P.O. Box 510 
Inwood, WV 25428 
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Scotland The Brave 


SOLID WOOD 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
FROM $149.95 
WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 


HANDCRAFTED 


CIMER 


4 


BOOKS for MOUNTAIN DUI 
by TOM BAEHR 
@ NEW TUNES/OLD FRIENDS..$4.95 


19 Songs and Dances, including Old Joe 
Clark, Soldiers’ Joy, Wildwood Flower. 


SITKA SPRUCE 
SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 


@ A PLEASANT ADDICTION..$5.95 


FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 


28 Dances and Songs, including Hastg¢ to the 


Wedding, Over the Waterfall, New Century. 
@ SPECIAL,.BOTH BOOKS...$10.00 


ppd. from HOGFIDDLE PRESS 


JOE SANGUINETTE 301 CLIFF DRIVE 


BRANSON, MISSOURI 65616 


(417) 334-5388 


34 Patrick Rd. + Tewksbury, MA 01876 


Srune 1988 + Pace 31 
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July-September « Asheville, NC 

22nd Annual Shindig-On-The-Green. 
Saturdays, except August 5. Clog dancing, 
oldtime and bluegrass music, ballads, dul- 
cimers and storytelling. Audience participa- 
tion. Info: Jackie Ward, P.O. Box 1010, 
Asheville, NC 28802. 1/800/257-1300 


July 1-4 « Greensburg, PA 
Westmoreland Arts and Heritage Fes- 
tival at Twin Lakes Park. Continuous enter- 
tainment, fiddling, clogging, artist market, 
exhibits and children’s activites. Info: West- 
moreland Arts & Heritage Festival, RD 12, Box 
203, Greensburg, PA 15601, 412/836-1703. 


July 2 * Warrenville, IL 

ist Annual Warrenville Folk Festival. 
Workshops (including mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimer), concerts, jamming and 
crafts. Info: Warrenville Folk Music Society, 
PO Box 248, Warrenville, IL 60555. 312/717- 
8495. 


July 2-7 « Valle Crucis, NC 

The Jink & Diddle School of Scottish 
Fiddling for musicians of all levels and styles 
who have an interest in playing Scottish fiddle 
music. Info: Jink & Diddle, 7131 Belmont Rd., 
Chesterfield, VA 23832. 804/743-9125. 


July 7-9 « Bar Harbor, ME 

9th Downeast Dulcimer Festival. 
Workshops, open stage, concerts, sales booths 
and contra dance. Info: (send SASE) Song of 
the Sea, 47 West St, Bar Harbor, ME 04609. 
207/288-5653. 


July 8-9 * Morris, IL 

Gebbard Woods Dulcimer Festival 
sponsored by Hammers and Noters Dulcimer 
Society, Midwest Chapter. Workshops, con- 
certs and jamming. Info: Diane Ippel, PO Box 
792, Morris, IL 60450. 815/942-0609. 


July 8-August 20 + New Milford, CT 
The National Guitar Summer Work- 
shop. Canterbury School: One-, two-, and 
three-week long courses (intermediate and 
advanced) in a variety of instruments and 
skills including hammer dulcimer, banjo and 
voice. Scholarships available. Info: David 
Smolover, Director, NGSW, Box 222, Lake- 
side, CT 06758. 203/567-8529. 


July 8 « North Branch, MI 
Original Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 


July 8-9 « Middletown, CT 

6th Annual Connecticut Convention 
at Wesleyan University. Features day-long 
singing school plus regional shape note 
singing convention. Info: Connecticut Valley 


Harmony, Susan Garber, RD 2, Box 8, South 
Main St, Terryville, CT 06786. 203/583-0841. 


July 9-Aug. 13 « Elkins, WV 
Augusta Heritage Arts Workshops. 
Five weeks of classes, concerts, dances and 
other folk arts events including 9 week-long 
dulcimer workshops, beginning to advanced. 
On-campus lodging and meals available. Info: 
Doug Hill, Augusta Heritage Center, Davis & 
Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 304/636- 
1903. See ad on page 7. 


July 13-16 « Evart, MI 

17th Annual Dulcimer Funfest at the 
Osceola County Fairgrounds. Concerts, work- 
shops, open stage, jamming and sales booth. 
Camping available. Info: Donna Beckwith, 
817 Innes NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
616/459-6716. 


July 15-16 « Bartelsville, OK 
Dulcimer Days. Workshops for mountain 
and hammered dulcimer and autoharp, plus 
concerts. Info: Indian Territory Dulcimer Cele- 
bration, PO Box 471532, Tulsa, OK 74147. 
918/744-8928. 


July 17-28 « Lincoln, NE 

Dulcimers and Folk Music in the Ele- 
mentary Classroom. Workshops include 
American folk music, teaching methodologies, 
making cardboard dulcimers, American folk 


July 28-29-30 


Iroquois Amphitheater 
Iroquois Park/ Newcut Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Concerts *« Workshops 
Dances ¢ Crafts 


Free!! 


KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEK 


Kentucky Music Week 
July 31-August 4 


Bellarmine College 
Newburg Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Classes In: Dulcimer, For Further Information: 

Hammered Dulcimer, Nancy Barker 

Tin Whistle, Harp, P.O.Box 651 ¢ Bardstown, KY 40004 
aa (502) 348-5237 


Singing, Storytelling, 
Instrument Building 
and much more! 


Instructors Include: 


Maddie MacNeil ¢ David Schnaufer 
Linda Thompson ¢ Jenny Armstrong 
Kendra Ward * Anne McFie « Fred Meyer 
Plus Many Others Not Yet Finalized 


dances. Info: Dr. Tena Whiston, 361 West- 
brook Music Building, University of Nebras- 
ka, Lincoln, NE 68588. 402/472-6231 (out of 
state 800/742-8800, ext. 6231). 


July 21-23 + Marquette, MI 


11th Annual Traditional Music Festi- 


val at Tourist Park. Concerts, workshops, 
dancing, children’s activites and free camping. 
Info: Sue Dohrman, Hiawatha Music Co-op, 
PO Box 414, Marquette, MI 49855. 906/343- 
6787. 


July 21-23 « Binghamton, NY 

13th Annual Cranberry Dulcimer 
Gathering. Held at the Unitarian Universal- 
ist Church. Workshops (mountain and hammer 
dulcimers, autoharp) concerts, contra-dancing 
and jamming. Camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 329 Marion Ave., Endwell, NY 13760. 
607/748-1492. 


July 21-23 + Darien, NY 

6th Annual Heritage Hoedown & 
Empire State Fiddle Contest at Darien 
Lake Theme Park. Fiddler's contests and 
prizes. Camping available. Info: Western NY 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Assn. 4153 Beaubein Dr., 
Hamburg, NY 14075. 716/648-3981 or 599- 
4501. 


July 22-23 « Rockford, IL 

Folk Music Festival. Rockford Museum 
and Midway Village. Performances, work- 
shops, jamming and dance. Both dulcimers are 
featured, Info: Rockford Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, 220 E. State St., Rockford, IL 
61104. 800/521-0849 (IL) 800-423-5361 (out- 
side IL). 


July 22-23 « Rio Grande, OH 

12th Annual Dulcimer Festival. Con- 
tests, wor . concerts and crafts displays 
at the Bob Evans Farm. Info: Dulcimer Festi- 
val, Bob Evans Farm, PO Box 330, Rio 
Grande, OH 45674. 614/245-5305. 


July 22-29 « Plymouth, MA 

Folk Music Week at Pinewoods 
Camp. Concerts, jam sessions, song swaps, 
music lessons and country dancing. Other 
music and dance weeks offered June through 
August. Info: Country Dance & Song Society, 
17 New South St, Northampton, MA 01060. 
413/584-9913. 


July 23-30 + Rio Grande, OH 

Welsh Heritage Week. Welsh language 
classes, singing, harp, folk dance and penillion 
instruction. All ages. Info: Anne Habermehl, 


25 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045. 607/756- 


7372. 


July 28-31 « Savona, NY 

The Thomas Homestead Music Festi- 
i near Coming. Folk bluegrass, celtic and 
blues music plus dance, concerts, workshops, 
storytelling, children’s activites and crafts. 
Camping available. Info: Dorothy Thomas, 
Thomas Homestead, Box 406 RD 1, Camp- 
bell, NY 14821. 607/583-2179. 


July 28-30 « Louisville, KY 

14th Annual Kentucky Music Week- 
end. Concerts, workshops, dances and crafts 
at Iroquois Park. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 651, 
Bardstown, KY 40004. 502/348-5237. See ad 
on page 10. 


July 31-Aug 4 + Louisville, KY 
Kentucky Music Week. Instruction in 
fretted and hammer dulcimer, tinwhistle, harp 
and other instruments plus singing and a finale 
concert. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 651, Bard- 
stown, KY 40004. 502/348-5237. 


July 29-30 « Indianapolis, IN 

Annual Eagle Creek Folk Music Fes- 
tival at Eagle Creek Park. Solo and group 
performances including mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar and fiddle. 
Info: Central Indiana Folk Music & Mountain 
Dulcimer Soc., PO Box 1503, Indianapolis, IN 
46206. 


July 29-30 « Kirtland Hills, OH 

5th Annual Little Mountain Folk 
Festival. Traditional music, performances, 
dance, workshops, jamming, arts and crafts. 
Info: Eric Cardinal, Lake County History Cen- 
ter, 8610 King Memorial Rd., Mentor, OH 
44060. 216/255-8979. 
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August 2-6 « Kittanning, PA 

Annual Fort Armstrong Folk Festival 
at Riverfront Park. Crafts, food booths and 
entertainment nightly, Info: FAFF, 138 N. 
Water St., Kittanning, PA 16201. 412/543- 
6363. 


August 3-5 « Asheville, NC 

62nd Annual Mountain Dance & Folk 
Festival. Features clog and figure dancing, 
oldtime and bluegrass music, ballads, 
dulcimers & storytelling. Info: Jackie Ward, 
P.O. Box 1010, Asheville, NC 28802. 
1/800/257-1300. 


a 4-6 « Ferrisburg, VT 

6th Champlain Festival at 
Kingland Bay State Park. Traditional music, 
dance, storytelling, workshops, concerts, crafts 
and programs for children. Info: Champlain 
Valley Festival, PO Box 163, Fairfax, VT 
05454. 802/849-6968. 


August 9-12 + Galax, VA 

54th Old Fiddlers’ Convention, Felts 
Park. Sponsored by Galax Moose Lodge #733. 
Open competition for prize money and rib- 
bons. Oldtime music and bluegrass, folk song 
and dance, concessions, parking. 

August 12 « Lansing, MI 

Original Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 

August 12 « Midland, MI 

Folk Music in the Dow Gardens. Music, 
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dulcimers, dancing and storytellers. Info: 
Gerry Hickman, 5805 Highland Dr., Midland, 
MI 48640. 517/631-7153. 


August 12-13 « Hartford, CT 
Connecticut Family Folk Festival ai 
Elizabeth Park. Free event featuring work- 
shops, gospel singing and concerts. Info: 
Sounding Board Inc., Susan Garber, RD 2, 
Box 8, South Main St., Terryville, CT 06786. 
203/583-0841. 


August 12-13 « Indianapolis, IN 
Hoosier Storytelling Festival. A 
weekend of tale-telling. Info: Stories Inc., 
PO Box 20743, Indianapolis, IN 46220. 
317/255-7628. 


—o 18-27 « East Lansing, MI 

The Michigan Festival, Inc. Michigan 
State University and Downtown East Lansing. 
Folk, jazz, contemporary music, dance theatre, 
children's performances and activities, nation- 
ally known performers. Traditional Folk 
Artists. Info: Diane Litsey, 4990 Northwind 
Drive, Suite 230, East Lansing, MI 48823. 
517/351-6620. 


August 25-27 « Boulder Creek, CA 
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling 
School (weekend session). Open to players 
of all instruments, all levels of fiddle instruc- 
tion plus piano, guitar, dance and Gaelic 
singing workshops. Info: Jan Tappan, 1938 
Rose Villa St., Pasadena, CA 91107. 818/792- 
6323 or 793-3716. 


Aug 25-Sept 2 + Boulder Creek, CA 
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling 
School. Open to players of all instruments 
and includes all levels of fiddle instruction 
plus piano, guitar, dance and Gaelic singing 
workshops. Info: Jan Tappan, 1938 Rose Villa 
St., Pasadena, CA 91107. 818/792-6323 or 
793-3716. 


August 26-27 + Malvern, OH 

8th Great Trail Festival. Living history 
of 18th century life of the Ohio frontier 
includes French-Canadian and Appalachian 
entertainment, arts and crafts. Info: Great Trail 
Festival Assn., PO Box 552, Malvem, OH 
44644, 216/794-9100. 


August 26-27 * Memphis, TN 

Mud Island Folk Festival. Island-wide 
celebration with music, entertainment and 
craftsmen. Info: Memphis Conv. & Visitors 
Bureau, 50 North Front St., Suite 450, Mem- 
phis, TN 38103. 901/576-6595. 


Aug 31-Sept 4 « Yosemite, CA 

10th Annual West Coast Women's 
Music & Comedy Festival. Music, com- 
edy, dancing, crafts and workshops. Camping 
available. Info: (send SASE) Festivals, 15842 
Chase St., Sepulveda, CA 91343. 818/893- 
4075. 
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dances. Info: Dr. Tena Whiston, 361 West- 
brook Music Building, University of Nebras- 
ka, Lincoln, NE 68588. 402/472-6231 (out of 
state 800/742-8800, ext. 6231). 


July 21-23 + Marquette, MI 


11th Annual Traditional Music Festi- 


val at Tourist Park. Concerts, workshops, 
dancing, children’s activites and free camping. 
Info: Sue Dohrman, Hiawatha Music Co-op, 
PO Box 414, Marquette, MI 49855. 906/343- 
6787. 


July 21-23 « Binghamton, NY 

13th Annual Cranberry Dulcimer 
Gathering. Held at the Unitarian Universal- 
ist Church. Workshops (mountain and hammer 
dulcimers, autoharp) concerts, contra-dancing 
and jamming. Camping available. Info: Ed 
Ware, 329 Marion Ave., Endwell, NY 13760. 
607/748-1492. 


July 21-23 + Darien, NY 

6th Annual Heritage Hoedown & 
Empire State Fiddle Contest at Darien 
Lake Theme Park. Fiddler's contests and 
prizes. Camping available. Info: Western NY 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Assn. 4153 Beaubein Dr., 
Hamburg, NY 14075. 716/648-3981 or 599- 
4501. 


July 22-23 « Rockford, IL 

Folk Music Festival. Rockford Museum 
and Midway Village. Performances, work- 
shops, jamming and dance. Both dulcimers are 
featured, Info: Rockford Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau, 220 E. State St., Rockford, IL 
61104. 800/521-0849 (IL) 800-423-5361 (out- 
side IL). 


July 22-23 « Rio Grande, OH 

12th Annual Dulcimer Festival. Con- 
tests, wor . concerts and crafts displays 
at the Bob Evans Farm. Info: Dulcimer Festi- 
val, Bob Evans Farm, PO Box 330, Rio 
Grande, OH 45674. 614/245-5305. 


July 22-29 « Plymouth, MA 

Folk Music Week at Pinewoods 
Camp. Concerts, jam sessions, song swaps, 
music lessons and country dancing. Other 
music and dance weeks offered June through 
August. Info: Country Dance & Song Society, 
17 New South St, Northampton, MA 01060. 
413/584-9913. 


July 23-30 + Rio Grande, OH 

Welsh Heritage Week. Welsh language 
classes, singing, harp, folk dance and penillion 
instruction. All ages. Info: Anne Habermehl, 


25 Madison St., Cortland, NY 13045. 607/756- 


7372. 


July 28-31 « Savona, NY 

The Thomas Homestead Music Festi- 
i near Coming. Folk bluegrass, celtic and 
blues music plus dance, concerts, workshops, 
storytelling, children’s activites and crafts. 
Camping available. Info: Dorothy Thomas, 
Thomas Homestead, Box 406 RD 1, Camp- 
bell, NY 14821. 607/583-2179. 


July 28-30 « Louisville, KY 

14th Annual Kentucky Music Week- 
end. Concerts, workshops, dances and crafts 
at Iroquois Park. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 651, 
Bardstown, KY 40004. 502/348-5237. See ad 
on page 10. 


July 31-Aug 4 + Louisville, KY 
Kentucky Music Week. Instruction in 
fretted and hammer dulcimer, tinwhistle, harp 
and other instruments plus singing and a finale 
concert. Info: Nancy Barker, Box 651, Bard- 
stown, KY 40004. 502/348-5237. 


July 29-30 « Indianapolis, IN 

Annual Eagle Creek Folk Music Fes- 
tival at Eagle Creek Park. Solo and group 
performances including mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimer, autoharp, guitar and fiddle. 
Info: Central Indiana Folk Music & Mountain 
Dulcimer Soc., PO Box 1503, Indianapolis, IN 
46206. 


July 29-30 « Kirtland Hills, OH 

5th Annual Little Mountain Folk 
Festival. Traditional music, performances, 
dance, workshops, jamming, arts and crafts. 
Info: Eric Cardinal, Lake County History Cen- 
ter, 8610 King Memorial Rd., Mentor, OH 
44060. 216/255-8979. 
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August 2-6 « Kittanning, PA 

Annual Fort Armstrong Folk Festival 
at Riverfront Park. Crafts, food booths and 
entertainment nightly, Info: FAFF, 138 N. 
Water St., Kittanning, PA 16201. 412/543- 
6363. 


August 3-5 « Asheville, NC 

62nd Annual Mountain Dance & Folk 
Festival. Features clog and figure dancing, 
oldtime and bluegrass music, ballads, 
dulcimers & storytelling. Info: Jackie Ward, 
P.O. Box 1010, Asheville, NC 28802. 
1/800/257-1300. 


a 4-6 « Ferrisburg, VT 

6th Champlain Festival at 
Kingland Bay State Park. Traditional music, 
dance, storytelling, workshops, concerts, crafts 
and programs for children. Info: Champlain 
Valley Festival, PO Box 163, Fairfax, VT 
05454. 802/849-6968. 


August 9-12 + Galax, VA 

54th Old Fiddlers’ Convention, Felts 
Park. Sponsored by Galax Moose Lodge #733. 
Open competition for prize money and rib- 
bons. Oldtime music and bluegrass, folk song 
and dance, concessions, parking. 

August 12 « Lansing, MI 

Original Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 

August 12 « Midland, MI 

Folk Music in the Dow Gardens. Music, 
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dulcimers, dancing and storytellers. Info: 
Gerry Hickman, 5805 Highland Dr., Midland, 
MI 48640. 517/631-7153. 


August 12-13 « Hartford, CT 
Connecticut Family Folk Festival ai 
Elizabeth Park. Free event featuring work- 
shops, gospel singing and concerts. Info: 
Sounding Board Inc., Susan Garber, RD 2, 
Box 8, South Main St., Terryville, CT 06786. 
203/583-0841. 


August 12-13 « Indianapolis, IN 
Hoosier Storytelling Festival. A 
weekend of tale-telling. Info: Stories Inc., 
PO Box 20743, Indianapolis, IN 46220. 
317/255-7628. 


—o 18-27 « East Lansing, MI 

The Michigan Festival, Inc. Michigan 
State University and Downtown East Lansing. 
Folk, jazz, contemporary music, dance theatre, 
children's performances and activities, nation- 
ally known performers. Traditional Folk 
Artists. Info: Diane Litsey, 4990 Northwind 
Drive, Suite 230, East Lansing, MI 48823. 
517/351-6620. 


August 25-27 « Boulder Creek, CA 
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling 
School (weekend session). Open to players 
of all instruments, all levels of fiddle instruc- 
tion plus piano, guitar, dance and Gaelic 
singing workshops. Info: Jan Tappan, 1938 
Rose Villa St., Pasadena, CA 91107. 818/792- 
6323 or 793-3716. 


Aug 25-Sept 2 + Boulder Creek, CA 
Valley of the Moon Scottish Fiddling 
School. Open to players of all instruments 
and includes all levels of fiddle instruction 
plus piano, guitar, dance and Gaelic singing 
workshops. Info: Jan Tappan, 1938 Rose Villa 
St., Pasadena, CA 91107. 818/792-6323 or 
793-3716. 


August 26-27 + Malvern, OH 

8th Great Trail Festival. Living history 
of 18th century life of the Ohio frontier 
includes French-Canadian and Appalachian 
entertainment, arts and crafts. Info: Great Trail 
Festival Assn., PO Box 552, Malvem, OH 
44644, 216/794-9100. 


August 26-27 * Memphis, TN 

Mud Island Folk Festival. Island-wide 
celebration with music, entertainment and 
craftsmen. Info: Memphis Conv. & Visitors 
Bureau, 50 North Front St., Suite 450, Mem- 
phis, TN 38103. 901/576-6595. 


Aug 31-Sept 4 « Yosemite, CA 

10th Annual West Coast Women's 
Music & Comedy Festival. Music, com- 
edy, dancing, crafts and workshops. Camping 
available. Info: (send SASE) Festivals, 15842 
Chase St., Sepulveda, CA 91343. 818/893- 
4075. 
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September 1-3 « LaCrosse, WI 

14th Annual Great River Festival of 
Traditional Music and Crafts. Music, 
dancing, crafts, ethnic cruisine, displays and 
workshops. Info: Great River Festival of Arts, 
119 King St, LaCrosse, WI 54601. 608/785- 
1434, 


September 1-3 « Kerrville, TX 
Kerrville Folk Festival, Too. Songwrit- 
ers and instrumentalists concerts, camping, 
crafts. Info: Lindsay Haisley, P.O. Box 1466, 
Kerrville, TX 78029. 512/257-3600 after 10 
am weekdays. 


September 1-4 « Brasstown, NC 
Labor Day Family Music and Dance. 
Music and dance programs for all ages plus 
games and workshops. Info: The John C. 
Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 
704/837-2775. 


September 2-3 + Brandywine, MD 
7th Annual Fall Musical Weekend at 
Cedarville State Park. Workshops, jamming, 
singing, campfire music and open stage plus 
activities for dulcimer players. Camping avail- 
able. Info: Keith Young, 3815 Kendale Rd., 
Annandale, VA 22003. 703/941-1071. 


September 2-4 « Alderpoint, CA 

Eel River Music Camp. Workshops for 
acoustic instruments, singing and dance plus 
camp out. Includes activites for dulcimer play- 
ers. Info: Kicking Mule Records Music Camp, 
PO Box 158, Alderpoint, CA 95411. 707/926- 
5312, 


September 2-4 « Malvern, OH 

8th Great Trail Festival. See listing for 
August 26-27. This weekend includes a dul- 
cimer contest. 


September 3-4 + Geneva, IL 

12th Annual Fox Valley Folk Festival 
at Island Park. Traditional and contemporary 
music, dancing, storytelling, workshops and 
concerts featuring mountain and hammered 
dulcimers plus sales booths and children’s 
area. Camping available. Handicapped access 
and some performances signed for hearing 
impaired. Info: Fox Valley Folk Festival, 755 
N. Evanslawn Ave., Aurora, IL 60506. 
312/897-3655. 


September 8-10 « Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Festival 
features intensive workshops for intermediate 
to advanced players of the hammered dul- 
cimer, special beginning workshops also. 
Workshops, lessons, concert and dance. Info: 
Upper Potomac Dulcimer Fest, PO Box 1474, 
Shepherdstown, WV 25443, 304/876-2197. 


September 8-10 + Vermillion, OH 
Project Joy Dulcimer Round-Up at 


Mill Hollow Park. Open stage and jamming. 
Free camping. Info: Joe Zsigray, Project Joy, 
307 West Ave., Elyria, OH 44035. 216/323- 

2777. 


September 8-10 + Estes Park, CO 
Longs Peak Scottish Festi- 
val. Hammered dulcimer competition. Info: 
PO Box 1820, Estes Park, CO 80517. 303/586- 
2132. 


September 14-17 * Winfield, KS 

18th Annual Walnut Valley Festival. 
National contests include mountain and ham- 
mered dulcimers. Workshops, concerts and arts 
and crafts fair. Info: Bob Redford, PO Box 
245, Winfield, KS 67156. 316/221-3250. 


September 15-17 * N. Dartmouth, MA 
18th Annual Traditional Music Festi- 
val. Concerts mini-concerts, workshops, 
dancing, children's activities and crafts. Info: 
SMU Eisteddfod, Traditional Arts Festival, N. 
Dartmouth, MA 02747. 508/999-8166 


September 16 « Kalamazo, MI 
Original Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 


September 16-17 + Cook Forest, PA 
The Sawmill Great Dulcimer Round- 
UP. Many classes for all levels of both lap and 
hammered dulcimers plus concert, sales and 
demonstrations. Info: Sawmill Center for the 
Arts, PO Box 6, Cooksburg, PA 16217. 
814/927-6655 (after June). 


September 16-17 « Newport, PA 

The Little Buffalo Festival of the 
Arts at Little Buffalo State Park. Perfor- 
mances, music, dance, arts, crafts and chil- 
dren's activities. Info: Dayle Spitler, Perry Co. 
Council of Arts, PO Box 354, Newport, PA 
17074. 717/567-7023 (M, W, Th, F). 


September 22-24 « Port Huron, MI 
3rd Annual Michigan Dance Heritage 
Camp at Camp Cavell. Dance, crafts, music 
and singing workshops, concert and dance par- 
ties. Info: Glen Morningstar, 3715 Lin- 
colnshire, Pontiac, MI 48054, 313/681-1688. 


22-24 « Lakeside, CT 
Autumn Hills Dulcimer Festival, 
Camp Washington (near Morris). Workshops, 
dances and concerts. Camping available. Info: 
Autumn Hills Dulcimer Festival, Box 807, 
Winsted, CT 06098. 203/379-9858. 


September 30 « Bay City, MI 
Michigan Fiddlers Associa- 
tion. See April 22 listing. 


Sept. 30-Oct. 1 + Kirtland Hills, OH 
4th Annual Yesteryear festival. Con- 
certs, workshops, fiddle and mountain dul- 
cimer contests plus crafts and exhibits. Info: 
Eric Cardinal, Lake County History Center, 
8610 King Memorial Rd., Mentor, OH 44060. 
216/255-8979. 
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October 6-8 + Brasstown, NC 

16th Annual Fall Festival. Appalachian 
music, crafts, dancing and food. Info: The 
John C. Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, 
NC 28902. 704/837-2775. 


October 8-14 + Brasstown, NC 
Session. Construct a fret- 
ted dulcimer. Students experienced with wood- 
working tools learn various methods of con- 
struction. Info: The John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 704/837-2775. 


October 14-16 « Black Mountain, NC 
Black Mountain Festival. Traditional 
music and dance, children’s events, Info: 
Black Mountain Festival, P.O. Box 216, Black 
Mountain, NC 28711. 


October 15 « MS 
Dulcimer Day Festival at Tishomingo 
State Park. Performances, jam sessions and 
dulcimer sales booth. Info: Hollis Long, Box 
76, Golden, MS 38847. 


October 21 ¢ El Dorado, KS 

4th Annual Dulcimer Fair. Workshops, 
concerts and jamming. Info: The Music Empo- 
rium, 301 N. Main, El Dorado, KS 67042. 
316/321-0961. 


October 22-28 « Brasstown, NC 

Fall Music & Dance, Elderhostel 
Week. Traditional square dancing, games, 
clogging, buckdancing, singing and work- 
shops. Info: The John C. Campbell Folk 
School, Brasstown, NC 28902. 704/837-2775. 


October 27-29 « Gambier, OH 

18th Gambier Folk Festival at Kenyon 
College. Concerts, workshops, square dance 
and demonstrations. Info: Gambier Folklore 
Society, Kenyon College, Gambier, OH 43022. 
614/427-2158. 
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June 1-3 « Regina, Saskatchewan 
Mosaic Regina's Annual Rainbow of 
Cultures. Folk arts entertainment, costumes, 
displays and food. Info: Regina Multicultural 
Council, Box 1691, Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4P 3C6, Canada. 306/757-5990. 


July 6-9 « Winnepeg, Manitoba 
Winnepeg Folk Festival. Workshops, 
main stage concerts, crafts area, international 
food village, children's area. Handicapped 
accesible. Info: Winnepeg Folk Festival, 264 
Tache Ave., Winnepeg, Manitoba R2H 1Z9. 
204/231-0096. Fax 2310076. 


July 7-8 * Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
40th Maritime Old Time 

Contest at Prince Andrew High School. Five 
classes of competition. Info: James Delaney, 
P.O. Box 3037 Dartmouth East, Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia B2W 4Y3, Canada. 
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Rock 'N Roll Is Here To Stay? Doo Wah! Doo Wah! 


A Documentary 
by Carole Norulak 


Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


This is only a test. Scratch a folkie 
and just beneath the surface you'll find a 
rock ‘n roller: True or False? 

“Guess what?” Tom, to whom I am 
married and who handles all the business 
arrangements for our band, Queen Anne’s 
Lace, looked downright excited as he hung 
up the phone. 

“What?” 

“That was The Affordable Floors. 
They heard our demo tape and want us to 
overdub some Celtic sounding stuff on 
their album.” 

“What?” Well, sometimes I don’t 
keep up with the local pop music scene as 
well as I might. As it turns out, The 
Affordable Floors ( we later found out the 
name was a joke taken for a one-night gig 
only—gotta watch what you joke about) 
are a progressive rock group and they 
would like us to do a few bars here and 
there on two cuts on their forthcoming 
album. 

A quick QAL band conference and 
Tom, Dave (Tom plays accordion; I play 
hammer dulcimer and guitar; and Dave 
plays everything else) and I agree we'd 
like to try it. If there is a problem with 
this, it is that the AF’s have just about 
finished recording and would like us to do 
our little smidgins within the next two 
weeks. 

We three QAL-ers meet within the 
week to write our parts of the music. We 
have a tape, a rough mix of the songs to 
use as a reference. Omigod! both pieces 
are in the key of E-flat. Since Dave is to 
play banjo and I play a 12/11 hammer 
dulcimer on which I only tune the courses 
I like, we have a challenge to meet. Tom 
is pleased to announce that his accordion 
can play in any key. Harrumph! 

The key problem is solved. I tune 
my dulcimer up one half step and Dave 
cheats and uses his capo. Now that we’re 
really going to do this in E-flat, Tom 
begins to squint (apprehensively, I think) 
at all the black keys on the accordion, Our 
first project is the ending to a piece titled 


“A Sun Will Sing.” Most of the song isin | notion all these years. 


6/8 time, but where we are to play the 
instrumentation switches to 3/4 while the 
vocal line continues in 6/8. We note the 
sequence of chord changes and the 
interplay of rhythms and write an 8-bar jig 
to play over and over with many vari- 
ations. We all agree that is a wonderful 
tune, perfect to contra dance to, just needs 
a second part. 

Titled “This Broken Ground”, the 
second tune is in a very odd rhythm even 
for its time signature, which is 5/4. There 
truly are only smidgins to record on this 
one: one 8-bar bridge and one of 12 bars. 
They don’t quite match, so two little 
compositions will be needed. The bridges 
are at present a lovely lilting flute solo, 
which the Affordable Floors plan to 
remove. These bridges remind me of 
movie music. Something about the 
Antebellum South, perhaps; I can almost 
see camera panning up the driveway lined 
with moss-hung trees and magnolias to a 
big white plantation house—wide veranda, 
ladies in hoop skirts. It sounds not at all 
Celtic to me. 

"This Broken Ground” is a struggle. 
Dave demonstrates an assortment of 5/4 
rhythms—oddball time signatures are his 
hobby. Tom plays along with the tape. 
He plays the right notes, but in 3/4 time. I 
stand and listen; each time I'm ready to 
dive in and play, the bridge has finished 
and the tape must be rewound. We 
cacophonize along with the tape—Dave 
plays 5/4 E-flat banjo. Tom plays 3/4 C- 
minor accordion. I am pulled in both 
directions; my hammer dulcimer sounds 
like it has hiccups. With great tact and a 
talent for pointing out the obvious, I note 
that we may have a problem with this one, 
“Dave can play it in 5/4; Tom can play it 
in 3/4, and...” 

“And Carole can play it in 1/1,” 
Dave interrupts. 

Open warfare is now but a step 
away. So, rock and roll really does spawn 
violence. And to think I've scoffed at that 


Tom calls The Affordable Floors to 
discuss the situation with their spokesman, 
Hardwood Veneers, as we've begun to 
refer to him (wonder what their real names 
are; what they look like). He likes the jig. 
We will abandon “This Broken Ground.” 
A studio appointment is set for the 
following weekend. QAL pledges to 
practice that 8 bars like crazy so we can 
get in and out of the studio as quickly as 
possible. 

The following weekend we travel 
over the river and through the woods to 
the studio. We are laden with an E-flat 
banjo, a hammer dulcimer tuned up one 
half step and an accordion which can play 
in any key. 

The studio is small and very well 
air-conditioned. The banjo and hammer 
dulcimer immediately slide out of their 
unaccustomed tunings. Tom notes with a 
certain amount of smugness that the 
accordion will still play in any key and is 
in tune. Dave and I begin the frustrating 
task of retuning and retuning and retuning 
and... Luckily the studio walls are well 
padded as I may start to bounce off them. 
The studio is also filled with Affordable 
Floors and they have normal sounding 
names like Kirk and Ken and Mark and 
Steve. I'd expected, and had half been 
hoping for, green streaked hair, gold lame 
and black leather. These guys are almost 
preppy looking. 

Our first task is to play along with 
the tape so all the AF’s (there are 5 or 6 of 
them) can hear what we are doing. Studio 
anxiety sets in. (For those who have 
missed the thrill of recording in a studio, 
you wear headphones and play along to 
what you hear in them. If you goof, you 
go back and do it over and over again. 
Not a comfortable thought.) We play. 
The AF'’s listen. The AF’s go into a 
huddle in the middle of the studio and 
come out the the pronouncement that 
something does not fit—the accordion! 
Oh good! The smug look drops from 
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July 8-15 « Brantford, Ontario 
International Villages Festival. Enter- 
tainment, food, culture in 15 international 
pavilions. Info: Brantford Ethnoculturefest, 
288 Murray St., Brantford, Ontario N3S 5T1, 
Canada. 519/753-9830. 


July 9 « Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 
12th Annual Maritime Old Time 
Jamboree at Beazley Sport Field. Individual 
and group old time fiddling, dancing, clogging 
and singing. See July 7-8 listing. 


4-6 « Cheticamp, Nova Scotia 
Le Festival de l'Escaouette. Concerts, 


arts, crafts and children’s parade. Info: Le Feti- 


val de l'Escaouette, P.O. Box 430, Cheticamp, 
Inverness County, Nova Scotia BOE 1H0, 
Canada. 902/224-2642. 


August 11-13 « Hamilton, Ontario 
14th Annual Festival of Friends. 
Musical entertainment along with dance and 
theatre. Info: Karen Matthews, Festival of 
Friends, 401 Main Street West, Hamilton, 
Ontario L8P 1K5, Canada. 416/525-6644. 


August 18-20 « Owen Sound, Ontario 
14th Annual Owen Sound Summer 
Folk Festival. Music, dance, workshops, 
crafts and children’s area. Info: The Georgian 
Bay Folk Society, P.O. Box 521, Owen Sound, 
Ontario N4K 5R1, Canada. 519/371-2995. 


September 2-3 « Mactaquac, New 
Brunswick 

18th Annual Mactaquac Craft Festi- 

val. Crafts, theatre, music and folk dances. 

Info: New Brunswick Crafts Council, P.O. Box 

1231, Fredericton, NB E3B 5C8, Canada. 

506/450-8989. 
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April 30 « Farnham, Surrey, England 
Farnham Folk Day. Concerts, barn dance, 
workshops and club sessions. Info: Mrs. Casey 
Music, Glorishears, Thame, Oxon OX9 3LP, 
England. (084 421) 2231. 


June 16-18 « N. Humberside, England 
The Beverly Folk Festival. Concerts, 
dances, informal sessions, workshops, craft 
and music carnival, street shows, camping, 
Hurdy Gurdy and Piping Convention. Info: 
Chris Wade, 2 Star Row, N. Dalton, Driffield 
YO25 9UR, England. 


July 12-15 « Falun, Sweden 

Falun Folk Music Festival. Swedish and 
Scandinavian folk music with concerts, work- 
shops, exhibits plus courses in folk music. Info: 
Lina Lundin, Falun Folk Music Festival, Box 
387, S-791-28, Falun, Sweden. 023-1904. 


Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d' Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Call or write for free catalog. 


Blue Lion 
4665 Parkhill Road 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
805 / 438-5569 
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July 21-22 « Ullapool, Scotland 
Battlefield Band's 3rd Highland Cir- 
cus hosts a number of music and dance 
events including children's shows. Info: Joyce 
McMillan or Robin Morton, Shillnghill, Tem- 
ple, Midlothian EH23 4SH, Scotland. (0875 30 
328). 


August 4-11 « Sidmouth, Devon, 


England 
35th Sidmouth International Festi- 
val of Folk Arts. 
Folk and roots music and dancing in over 500 
events. Info: John Dowell, Festival Office, The 
Knowle, Sidmouth, Devon EX10 8HL, Eng- 
land. 039551 5134. 


August 11-18 « Broadstairs, Kent, 


England 
24th Annual Broadstairs Folk Weck. 
Concerts, open air shows, dances, ceilidhs, 
workshops, children's events, torchlight pro- 
cessions and crafts. Info: Pam Porritt, Festival 
Office, Harbour Street, Broadstairs, Kent CT 
10 1EU, England. (0843) 65670. 


August 25-28 «Thame, Oxon, England 
25th Towersey Oxfordshire Village 
Festival. Concerts, dances, crafts and chil- 
dren's activities. Info: Glorishears, Thame, 
Oxon OX 9 3LP, England. (084 421) 2231. 


September 1-3 + Rossall, Fleetwood, 


England 
17th Annual Fylde Folk Festival. 
Music, song and dance with ceilidhs, work- 
shops and singarounds. Info: Alan Bell, 55 
The Strand, Rossall, Fleetwood FY7 8NP, 
England. (03917)2317. 


September 15-17 « Belfast, Northern 
Ireland 

9th Annual Belfast Folk Festival. Irish 
and international song, music and dance plus 
ceili, workshops and children's events. Info: 
Ashfield House, 4 Ashfield Crescent, Belfast 
BT15 3FR, Northem Ireland. (0232) 
781122/773581. B 


Books for Mountain Dulcimer 
by Tom Baehr 


@ New Tunes/Old Friends : 
19 Songs and Dances, including Old Joe 
Clark, Soldiers' Joy and Wildwood Flower. 


@ A Pleasant Addiction . 
28 Dances and Songs, including Haste to 


the Wedding, Over The Waterfall and New 
Century. 


Special * Both Books * $10.00 
ppd. from Hogfiddle Press 


34 Patrick Road * Tewksbury, MA 01876 


Tom's face. Kirk, the keyboardist, 
rewrites Tom's part and plays it for him 
on Tom’s accordion. Why is Tom here? 
Tom goes off to practice. 

The Affordable Floors decide we 
will record one instrument at a time. I 
pray, “Please don’t make me be first. I'll 
do anything. I'll even tune up the courses 
I don’t like.” It is apparent that I have 
prayed more fervently than Dave. The 
banjo is first. 

And now we discover the truth 
about rock musicians (these guys any- 
way). They are fussy about rhythm and 
beat and trivial stuff like that. And each 
of them wants our part to follow his part 
on the recording. Each of their parts is in 
a slightly different rhythm. Some of their 
parts are in a different time signature. The 
bass player accuses the bass drummer of 
having a “cavalier” approach to the beat. 

Dave plays. Another huddle— 
Dave's 6/8 is different from their 6/8; the 
downbeat is in the wrong place. The 
Affordable Floors stand in the studio and 
clap their hands and stomp their feet on 
the downbeat. They are having a wonder- 
ful time; Dave is not. They leave. take 
two; still not right. They bring out the 


studio equivalent of Mr. Microphone and 
clap their hands and stomp their feet into 
Dave’s headset. Each one has his own 
perception of where the downbeat is. 
Takes numbers three to what seems like 
infinity are unsuccessful. Dave is sent off 
to rewrite his part to 3/4 time. An 
Affordable Floor (linoleum? Terrazzo? ah! 
Steve) remarks that he is on his 15th cup 
of coffee. He likes the jig; it matches his 
heartbeat. “Besides, 6/8 sounds more 
Seltic than 3/4.” “Keltic!” roars the 
attending mob. Well, at least we agree on 
something. 

“We'll do the dulcimer first,’ say 
The Affordable Floors. 

“You can be first next,” I tell Tom. 
The walk down the long hall from the 
control room to the studio feels like a walk 
down Death Row; I have a good idea 
what's in store for me. 

A technician hands me a headset. It 
is too big and has to be balanced on my 
head, but I am too nervous to notice. 
Whaddaya call this thing, anyway?” “An 
E-flat/B-flat harpsicornus-hiccupus”, I 
think to myself. But I tell him it is a 
hammer dulcimer and he tells me that he 
thought dulcimers were those little 


Portable * Adjustable + Collapsible 


Dulcimer Stand 


= 
s By Now Available with 
1 Adjustable Playing Angle! 


“Fiendishly Clever” 
—Sam Hizzetta 


Features: i// 


* Adjustable height for playing 
while standing or sitting 

* Adjustable playing angle from 
horizontal to 45° (Performer's 
Model) 

* Completely disassembles with- 
out tools in less than 30 seconds. 


po wares Model: $175 
© Adjustable height and angle 
* Solid walnut or 

* Solid oak (please specify) 
plus $15 shipping and handling 


Larry Hall 
976 West Foothill, +400 
Claremont, CA 91711 
(714) 625-8005 


* Sturdy and Lightweight i 

* Highest quality construction 

* Rubber bumpers keep dulcimer 
secure 

* Large knobs provide easy grip 
for securing height adjustment 


Standard Model: $125 
© Adjustable height 
© Fixed an, 
® Solid oa 
plus $15 shipping and handling 


tkits also available...deduct $20 for either model, plus $15 s/h) 


Pull return privilege within 10 days if this & not the best, 
most versatile stand that you have ever used 


things—you know—his aunt plays one of 
those. He leaves. The tape rolls; I play. 
Can it be? Have I really gotten this down 
in one take? The bass player is delighted; 
my rhythm follows his exactly. The bass 
drummer is less pleased; my part fights 
with his. Everyone agrees that it misses 
the beat of the ride cymbal; we have a 
problem. Kirk enters the studio and we 
(he) rewrite my part in 3/4. 

Meanwhile, back in the control 
room they are rigging up a track in 3/4 
time to help me stay on the beat when we 
record. I balance my headset, the tape 
rolls. “AAAAAAAGH!!”" Torture by 
cowbell! The 3/4 track clangs in my ear. 
There is no dulcimer in the mix; there is 
no music in the mix; I am angry. The 
faces in the control room look concerned. 
A disembodied voice speaks of my 
apparent problem keeping the beat. “You 
sound like every fiddle player I’ve ever 
met,” I snarl. 

We stop. I request and receive 
smaller headphones. A little of the tune 
and a lot more of my dulcimer is requested 
for the headphone mix. The tape rolls. 
Where did the cowbell go? The bass is 
dominant again. It is still playing in 6/8; 


CARDBOARD 
DULCIMERS 


We make sturdy, inexpensive in- 
struments, ideal for beginning players, 
schools and camping trips. Our kits are 
designed for novice builders. All parts 
are pre-cut. Assembly takes two hours, 
requires no sharp or unusual tools. 


We use solid wood fretboards, geared 
tuners, soundboxes of die-cut, 200 Ib. 
strength corrugated cardboard. No ply- 
wood. Extra strings, rainbag and play- 
ing manual included. Perfect present 
for youngsters or musical friends. 
Prices: $24-$44, group discounts 
available. 


Hearing is believing, so we offer DPN 
readers a 30-day free trial. We'll even 
pay the return shipping if you aren't 
satisfied. Write for a free catalog: DPN 
Free Trial Offer, Backyard Music, 
P.O. Box 9047, New Haven, CT 
06532 or call 203/469-5756 from 7 
a.m. - 11 p.m. 


David Cross 
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so am I, I could just cry. So could the 
AF’s. Time and studio fees are taking 
wing. 

A new idea. Tom and I will record 
at the same time. He will listen to the 
headset; I will play without it. He will 
come in when the time signature changes; 
I will begin to play after he has played two 
measures which is where the vocal part 
begins. It almost works, We try again. I 
wait two measures and play my little heart 
out. Ooops! Tom made a false start. 
“Why didn’t you start at the same time as 
the vocal, Carole?” asks the disembodied 
voice. Because I can’t hear anything on 
the tape without the headphones; what's 
the matter with these people? Once more. 
And then again. We get to listen. It's 
okay except for the last measure where the 
rhythm wobbles slightly. Studio chatter 
erupts: “Play it back again?” “I don’t 
know; whaddaya think?” “Breaks up at 
the end.” “Yeah, but we're gonna fade it 
out there anyway.” “Was that dulcimer 


run dissonant with the vocal?” “Disso- 
nance is neat. Let's keep it.” And finally, 
“It’s a take. We'll go with it.” And how 
do you spell relief? 

Now it is Dave's turn. Still too 
many notes. They rewrite his part again 
and again. He has now joined the mini- 
malist school of clawhammer banjo. I 
don’t think I can watch what is so obvi- 
ously painful to him and leave to pace in 
the hall. After many takes and a reprise of 
the studio chatter, he is off the hook. 
"Come back here and we’ ll listen to this.” 

We hear a rough mix. It sounds 
really good. The acoustic instruments 
give an ethereal quality to the heavier 
electric and percussive sounds. We are 
pleased. They are pleased. We tell them 
how much we have enjoyed this experi- 
ence. They tell us what wonderful 
musicians we are. If they make the 
Billboard Top 100 (even 200!) we'll have 
to go on tour with them. 

The three of us pack up. There are 


more people waiting to do overdubs 
tonight. They are sitting in a waiting 
room. They have black spiky hair and 
clothing to match. I loosen my dulcimer 
strings; Dave retunes his banjo to G. Kirk 
picks up Dave's banjo and begins to play. 
Why was Dave here? Why did they need 
us? Of course! The dulcimer! Kirk 
doesn’t know how to play a hammer 
dulcimer. 

We leave. It only took 3 hours to 
record 45 seconds of music. I wasn’t 
nervous at all, I declare. Nope, me 
neither, say Dave and Tom; love to do 
more of this kind of stuff. “Yeah,” says 
Tom, “But next time I’m not practicing 
beforehand.” Me neither. 

This is only a test. Scratch a folkie 
and just beneath the surface you'll find a 
rock ‘n roller. True or False? 


PS: We still liked the jig better. So, we 
did write a 2nd part. It’s named, of 
course, “The Affordable Floors”. 
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Appalachian Dulcimers 


Hancrafted by Keith K. Young 
3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
Phone: 703/941-1071 


Fine tuners 


Fine Craftsmanship 


Easy action 


Accurate pitch Suspended bridge 
Contact Keith Young for more details. 
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DULCIMER 
DAYDREAMS 


ESTHER KREEK 


HAMMERED DULCIMER 


Recorded ee Direct 
$8.50 + Shipping 
Stereo Cassette 


Esther Kreck 
1156 W. 103rd St., Dept. 206 
Kansas City, MO 64114 
(816) 942-6233 


Supplies for Dulcimer Makers 
From Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. you'll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6-11 price for each. Orders for 50 or more pieces in 
the same category receive a 10% additional discount from the 12 and up price. 
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© x 37 « VB tor 2 pc (two # pcs) 


(Set of 4) 
3065 (1 Set) $55.50 (2-5) $45.00 (6-11) $38.85 (12 & ap) $33.50 


STRINGS Bulk Packed (Combine Sues tor Best Discount) 
Plain Sizes 009-013 Wound Sires 020 - 026 


1-12 Strings 
13-48 Strings 
49-144 Stnngs 
145-268 Strngs 
289 & Up Strings 
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Dimensions 7 x 32° x 1/10" (2 pes) 
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Write for our complete supply list. 
Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer and 
Bowed Psaltery! 

SHIPPING ~ Most orders via UPS. Please include your 
street address with order. up to $100: Mirdmurn ship- 
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Adding Art To Craft 


Sydney Martin 


by Greg Piburn 
Loveland, Colorado 


Sydney Martin recently looked at 
her reflection and saw a stranger. The 
Sydney Martin that most people knew 
was, after all, an imposter. 

Fortunately, the Colorado woman 
did something about it. This article 
explores the steps one person took to 
exchange a career she disliked for one that 
involves her love of music and dulcimers. 

First, a little background. Sydney 
was born and raised in Elkhart, Indiana. 
The dominant theme of her childhood was 
music and writing. She started piano 
lessons at six, played the ukelele at seven, 
and in junior high bought a guitar with the 
financial aid of a philanthropic aunt. She 
and a cousin, also in junior high, formed a 
duet, performing at private parties, PTA 


meetings and churches. 

Her love affair with music contin- 
ued into her post-teen years as she often 
sang and played her guitar in restaurants 
and lounges for “free drinks and tips.” 

Anticipating a layoff from her full- 
time job as a portrait photographer, Sydney 
signed up at the age of 24 for a six-year 
hitch with the U.S. Navy. That seemed the 
sensible thing to do for a young woman out 
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on her own who seemingly couldn't earn a 
decent living with her music. 

With the suggestions of friends and 
family, Sydney chose to study and work in 
the advanced electronics field in the Navy. 
The same year she left the service, 1980, 
she graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
management and technology from the 
University of Maryland. 

"It didn’t take long to land a job with a 
major electronics company located in 
Loveland, Colorado. It also didn’t take 
long to get this strange sensation that 
something wasn’t right, like listening to a 
dulcimer that's slightly out of tune. 

I never felt real comfortable with myself 
there,” she recalls. “I thought I should be 
able to fit in. After all, I'd spent six years 
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career counselor during that time. 

“Through counseling I was able to 
take a better look at what I wanted out of 
life,” Sydney says. “I had spend the last 
11 years in a career path that wasn’t really 
me. I was losing my true career, music, as 
well as losing myself. I had followed 
paths others expected of me—their hopes 
and dreams for me became my hopes and 
dreams.” 

Sydney boldly decided to leave the 
security of a Fortune 500 company and 
start her own music business, called The 
Luthier’s Staff. For eight years she had 
been building mountain dulcimers as a 
hobby and for a second income. She 
turned that hobby—along with construc- 
tion of psalteries—into a career. In each 
of the last two years Sydney has won 
grand-prize honors in the Colorado State 
Mountain Dulcimer Competitions. 

She not only builds these instru- 


training for that very career. I wondered 
if something was wrong with me, rather 
than considering what was wrong with the 


situation.” ments, but also teaches others to play them 
That slightly-out-of-tune feeling and performs her own compositions for 

had turned way off key by November various audiences. 

1984. Suffering from physical symptoms With the help of graduate students 


of stress (including insomnia and chest 
pains), Sydney took a six-week leave of 
absence from her job. She met with a 


in the Colorado State University Small 
Business Institute, Sydney has developed 
a five-year financial forecast and business 
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What's going on in your part of the 
world? We'd like to share your musical 
news, notes, awards and ideas. A post- 
card is all it takes. The next deadline is 
April 25th, for the summer DPN. Rose 
Hines, P.O. Box 24413, Indianapolis, IN 
46224. 


Keeping up with... 


Mitzie Collins * Color me green! A 
new album is expected to be released in 
the late spring or early summer as Mitzie 
joins folk harpist Roxanne Ziegler to cre- 
ate a bounty of Irish music with a “St. 
Patrick's Day in the Morning” title. 
Mitzie’s record company, Sampler 
Records Ltd., is also branching out with 
other new recordings: traditional fiddle 
music and children’s music. In February, 
Mitzie performed at the Lone Star State 
Dulcimer Festival in Denton, Texas and 
July 1989 will find her at a festival near 
Pittsburgh and, she hopes, at the Dulcimer 
Funfest in Evart, Michigan. Watch for 
her! Mitzie Collins, Sampler Records 
Ltd., PO Box 19270, Rochester, NY 
14619-0270. 


Joemy Wilson ¢ Although touring and 
performing are things of the past for 
Joemy, much of her time is occupied at 
her husband's side as they run their record 
company, Dargason Music, in Burbank, 
California. Aside from this endeavor, 
Joemy is also active in sunny California’s 
Summer Solstice Dulcimer Festival and 
extends an invitation to DPN readers to 
attend this wonderful event. This past 
summer, Joemy traveled to Ireland to 
enjoy the Turlough O'Carolan festival in 
Keadue where she was pleased to see and 
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hear so many children playing and com- 
peting and carrying on the tradition. Look 
for more hammered dulcimer music from 
Joemy since her goal of recording a- 
record-a-year was hindered in 1988. We 
will see two releases this year to make up 
for the drought. Watch for one in the 
spring and a second this fall. Joemy Wil- 
son, Dargason Music, PO Box 189, Bur- 
bank, CA 91503. 


Preserving An Art * In the fall of 1989 


look for a new instructional video tape star- 
ring the legendary 89-year-old bones player, 
Percy Danforth (Ann Arbor, Michigan). 
Percy looks forward to preserving and pro- 
moting his art with the donated services of 
Lark in the Moming Video Productions in 
Mendocino, California. 


Canadian Notes * The 1988 Winter 
Olympics in Calgary was treated to the 
hammered dulcimer music of Christy 
and Fred Cook of Calgary. The rigor- 
ous stress and pressures that the athletes 
endure certainly must have been soothed 
during this duo's five-day stint in the Ath- 
lete’s Village. Christy found it to be a 
gratifying experience as she went on a 
solo, three-week tour of Saskatchewan to 
introduce and perform for some 6,000 stu- 
dents in 26 schools. After her tour, 
Christy recorded The Creature in the 
Classroom, a children’s cassette contain- 
ing songs, instrumentals and poems, 
which is being enthusiastically received 
by young and old alike. 

The highlight of Fred and Christy's 
summer of 1988 was a trip to Elkins, West 
Virginia to assist Sam Rizzetta teach 
a class called “Hammer Dulcimer Sam- 
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pler” at the Augusta Heritage Arts Work- 
shop. Their Augusta week was so suc- 
cessful that they've planned a trip down 
the east coast of the United States in late 
April-early May 1989. Other tours being 
planned include the west coast of Canada 
and the United States in late-March or 
early-April 1989. Fred and Christy will be 
part of the Summer Solstice Dulcimer and 
Traditional Music Festival in California in 
June, Christy Cook, PO Box 7513, Station 
E, Calgary, Alberta T3C-3M3, Canada. 
403/249-8950. 


There's got to be an easier way... 


From the whimsical heart of Texas, Dana 
Hamilton dropped us a “line.” Note: 
you are advised to consult the appropriate 
authorities before applying any of Dana’s 
“solutions!” 


@ Transporting large or bulky instru- 
ments: “I am presently working on a 
‘pocket hammered dulcimer’ that will 
fold up and fit in your wallet or purse. It 
seems like there are a lot of mountain dul- 
cimer players interested in buying one for 
their favorite hammered dulcimer player!” 


@ The most convenient chair to use for 
traveling: “The one in the back of the 
Winnebago. You just climb in and go. 
Now, if the festival is up on a hilltop, such 
as Coby, Tennessee, then it is very helpful 
to have a 4-wheel drive Winnebago. If 
there isn’t one available, you could buy a 
very large amplifier (a la ‘Back To The 
Future’) and pipe in your music..say, from 
New Mexico.” 


@ Cleaning the hammered dulcimer 
soundboard and pin block: “Jiffy Wash 
Car Wash. To dry it good I just wire it to 
the grill of my pickup and drive 65 on the 
freeway.” 

@ Where to store dulcimer hammers so 
they’re not broken: “Inside the dulcimer. 
Just drop ‘em in the soundholes and let ‘er 
rip!” 

@ Practicing without raising objections: 
“Move! Or another alternative is to play 
really well. Since playing isn’t always 
possible, put away the iron hammers and 
make some out of canvas. Or maybe 
replace the wire strings with binder’s 
twine. Now that would be quiet!” 


@ Ancasy ‘dish-to-pass’ recipe: “first, it 


plan. She has already surpassed one 
business goal, which was to have retail 
dealers in six states sell her instruments. 
She has also streamlined the production 
process, with the help of some automation 
and subcontracting, that has cut down the 
time it takes to build a mountain dulcimer 
from 40 to 20 hours. 

Her performing carcer has also 
made great strides as word of her talent 
has spread. She plays hammered and 
mountain dulcimers, psalteries and guitars 
as well as sings original compositions. 

Starting a new life and a new 
business is difficult. “But I'd rather live 
life with a little less money and feel good 
about what I’m doing,” says the 37-year- 
old musician/entrepreneur. 

Two years ago Sydney looked in 
the proverbial mirror and saw a driven, 
aggressive person seemingly trapped in a 
high-paced high-tech industry. “Now I 
see my real, more peaceful self. I’m 
back.” 


Gregg Piburn is communications manager for 
a large division of a Fortune 100 company. A 
free-lance writer as well, he has written about 
everything from banjos to bullriding and 
Denver Broncos. to dulcimers. 


Sydney Martin: 

A few years ago, I built a mountain dul- 
cimer for my good friend, Woody. I 
wanted the instrument to be unique and 
very personalized. After several months 
at the drawing board, my first "Heritage" 
model dulcimer, unlike any others I had 
previously built, began to take shape. For 
Woody's 70th birthday, I surprised him 
with the instrument. Tears of joy filled his 
eyes when he noticed his business logo, 
the woodpecker, inlayed into the pegbox. 

I continued to work with inlays, incor- 
porating designs found in nature into my 
instruments. Still, I wanted to offer some- 
thing a little more unique. I had seen a 
dulcimer with woodburning around the 
soundholes, and with the help of a friend 
and some good nature books, developed 
several soundhole designs incorporating 
delicately woodburned flowers and 
hummingbirds. My next bowed psaltery 
with woodbumed California poppy and 
hummingbird soundhole design was sold 
to a California customer, and soon after- 
wards, an instrument with woodburned 
hummingbird and lady slipper, the 
Minnesota state flower, was shipped to 
a customer in St. Paul. 


I receive many requests for other 
customized designs as well. Though 
I seriously consider all requests, I 
use only designs which I feel add an 
artistic dimension to the craft of instru- 
ment building. 


Sydney Martin can be reached at: 
The Luthier's Staff 

1109 S. W. 36th St. 

Loveland, CO 80537 
303/667-4470 


All subscriber DPNs go in the mail on the same day. At the same time. We 
can't make the mail work faster, but we do offer a 1st class mail subscription 
in the US for only a little extra money to cover the postal expenses. That's 
$15 for one year, $27 for two. Even if you have several issue left on your sub, 
you can transfer to Ist class by sending us 75¢ extra for each remaining issue. 


Appalachian Dulcimers 


Hancrafted by Keith K. Young 
3818 Kendale Road, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
Phone: 703/941-1071 


Fine tuners 


Fine Craftsmanship 


Easy action 


Suspended bridge 
Contact Keith Young for more details 


Accurate pitch 
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